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INTRABLOC 


Romania Refutes Hungarian Views on 1918 
Events 

27000053 Cluj-Napoca STEAUA in Romanian 
Dec 88 pp 5-6 


[Article by Vasile Vesa: “The Collapse of the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy” } 


[Text] One of the issues that has insistently drawn the 
attention of students of international relations is the 
relationship between the dissolution of the Austro-Hun- 
garian monarchy, the establishment of national states in 
central and southeast Europe, and the 1919-20 Paris 
peace conference. In spite of historical truth, some 
historians—or rather, pseudo-historians—attribute the 
dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, the 
peace treaties. and the formation of national states on 
the territory of the former empire to World War I, in an 
attempt to evade the importance of peoples’ struggles 
and that of national movements for the new political and 
national realities established in central and southeast 
Europe at the end of World War I. 


Such views are in flagrant contradiction with historical 
reality and with the opinions of the most prestigious and 
experienced historians and scientists faithful to histori- 
cal truth. To begin with, World War I was the opportu- 
nity and not the cause for the dissolution of the Austro- 
Hungarian state. The cause must be sought in the 
centuries -long oppression of subjugated nations which, 
by virtue of centrifugal forces, so undermined the inter- 
nal situation of the monarchy, that by the beginning of 
our century the political leaders and decisionmakers of 
the dual monarchy looked upon war as a solution to the 
debacle for which their outdated statal conglomerate was 
headed from the very beginning. This explains the belli- 
cose tendencies of the monarchy and the responsibility it 
assumed by attacking the small and weak Serbian nation, 
keeping in mind its territorial, economic, and human 
potential and the fact that for Austria-Hungary it was 
big. strong, and particularly dangerous, not to mention 
the symbolic importance of the Serbian state for the 
Slavic nations subservient to the dual state. Contrary to 
the hopes of the Austro-Hungarian political circles, the 
war not only did not eliminate the crisis, but it deepened 
it, bringing it to a head and to its resolution in the 
revolutions of the fall of 1918 that brought about the 
collapse of the Austron-Hungarian state and the elimi- 
nation of the Hapsburg monarchy, which had been 
doomed to perish ever since the end of the 18th century. 


To gain a real perspective on the events that occurred in 
central and southeast Europe at the end of World War I 
we must examine the activities and struggle of the 
peoples controlled by the former monarchy. Reality 
shows that already before the opening of the peace 
conference and even prior to the signing of the armi- 
stices, the Austro-Hungarian state had already disap- 
peared from the map of Europe. 
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The revolutionary and national liberation movements 
attained their peak throughout the territory of the empire 
in the months of October-November 1918. On 14 October 
1918 a general political strike was organized in Czechia by 
the workers of Prague. The strikers demanded the removal 
of the monarchy and the proclamation of the republic. Not 
even Emperor Karl's decree of 16 October 1918 on turning 
Austria into a federation of autonomous states under the 
authority of the Hapsburg monarchy, nor the proposal of 
the last ministerial cabinet to modernize the “Holly 
Empire” sufficed to halt the debacle of the Austro-Hun- 
garian state and monarchy. 


On 28 October. when the news of Austria’s capitulation 
was announced in Prague, a huge popular demonstration 
took place in the Czech capital, in the wake of which the 
public institutions were occupied and the independent 
Czech state was proclaimed. Two days later. on 30 
October 1918, the Slovak National Council adopted a 
declaration on Slovakia’sintegration in the independent 
Czechoslovak state. Thus, the Republic of Czechoslova- 
kia was born out of the common efforts of the two 


peoples. 


In the southern Slavic territories, the Central Popular 
Council established in Zagreb in October 1918. on 29 
October adopted a declaration on the separation of all 
the southern Slavic provinces from Austria-Hungary and 
the formation of the independent state of the Slovenes. 
Croates, and Serbians. That was the first step toward the 
establishment of a state that was to incorporate all the 
southern Slavs. Following negotiations with the Serbian 
government and with representatives of the other south- 
ern Slavic provinces, on | December 1918 the Kingdom 
of the Serbians, Croates, and Slovenes was proclaimed 
on all the southern Slavic provinces. 


The revolutionary process that had been intensifying in 
the Polish territories controlled by Austria-Hungary led 
to their separation from the Austro-Hungarian state and 
their unification with the other areas inhabited by Poles 
within an independent Polish state at the beginning of 
November 1918. 


The revolutionary wave engulfed and gradually 
increased in Hungary and Austria themselves. The 
Republic of Austria was proclaimed on 12 November 
1918 and the Republic of Hungary on 16 November, and 
thus the national Austrian and Hungarian states came 
into being for the first time in history. 


That was the broader context within which all the 
Romanian people struggled to form their united national 
state. That process culminated in the declaration of the 
Great National Assembly of Alba Iulia on | December 
1918, which proclaimed the unification of Transylvania 
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and Romania. Consequently, in the months of October- 
November 1918, in the wake of the revolutionary pro- 
cess carried out by the central and southeast European 
nations, the Austro-Hungarian state disappeared from 
the map of Europe. 


Certain historians, however, including some from social- 
ist countries, ignore this reality, as well as the historical 
conclusions of reputed historians and experts concerning 
the events of the end of World War I and the 1919-20 
Paris Peace Conference. Thus, Jaszi Oscar, a reputed 
Hungarian sociologist and statesman who, in the fall of 
1918 did all he could to preserve Hungary within its 
medieval borders in some form or other, 10 years later, 
in 1929, demonstrated that the dissolution of the Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy was not so much the result of 
external as of internal war, a war that came as the 
conclusion of a natural process. Consequently, Jaszi 
Oscar concluded that “World War | was not the cause, 
but the final liquidation of the deep crisis of the monar- 
chy.” Reputable Austrian historians have long demon- 
strated the inevitability of the dissolution of the dual 
state. While Victor Bibl stated that the dual monarchy 
could not last because it had become and anachronism, 
Alfred Francisc Pribram stressed: “The deep causes of 
the collapse (of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy) were 
found in the irreconcilable antagonism between the 
various nationalities, whose aspirations for indepen- 
dence were incompatible with the idea of a united 
empire.” In the face of this evidence, historians who 
claim to be Marxists still try to attribute to World War I 
the dissolution of the monarchy, the peace treaties, and 
the establishment of national states and central and 
southeast Europe. 


Since the peace to this day, interpreters of the history of 
the Austro-Hungarian monarchy and of international rela- 
tions have been showing and emphasizing that those who 
met in Paris did nothing but sanction and enact as inter- 
national law realities that had been established upon the 
ruins of the old monarchy by the vigorous nations living 
within the obsolete borders of the Austro-Hungarian state. 
In examining the Paris Peace Conference, the views of 
French historian Pierre Reiiouvin are unanimously recog- 
nized and appreciated in the world of experts in the history 
of international relations. Referring to the peace with 
Austria and Hungary, he noted: “The destruction of the 
dual monarchy was a fait accompli even before the impe- 
rial government signed the Villa-Giusti armistice on 
November 3d. That destruction was achieved by popular 
will. The peace conference did nothing but record the 
outcomes.” The same idea is present in contemporary 
American history science. Barbara Jelauich, who is well 
known for her research of the history of the monarchy, 
stressed: “Although it is easy to criticize the 1919 treaties, 
it is difficult to suggest possible practical alternatives, 
considering the conditions that prevailed at the time. The 
Hapsburg Empire was dissolved before the peace confer- 
ence was convened.” “The Hapsburg Empire,” noted 
British historian J.A.S. Grenville,“ was dismembered 
before the armistice of 3 November 1918, and the allies 
had no way of reinstating it,” 
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In view of the above evidence, any honest student of 
historical truth is surprised, first by the assertion of 
certain historians from the People’s Republic of Hun- 
gary that “The dissolution of the historical Hungarian 
state occurred simultaneously with the defeat of certain 
revolutions and with peace agreements,”’ and then by the 
emphasis placed on the imperialist nature of the Paris 
peace treaties and the fact that the new historical con- 
clusions concerning the contents and nature of the Paris 
Peace Conference are completely ignored. 


Historical Hungary disappeared not because some revolu- 
tions were defeated, but because of the victory of the 
bourgeois-democratic revolutions of the fall of 1918. As 
for the relationship between the formation of national 
states and the Trianon Peace Treaty, serious world histo- 
rians unanimously emphasize that the Trianon treaty 
merely sanctioned the new realities in central and south- 
east Europe. What one can impute the big powers and what 
we think was meant by the authors of the “History of 
Transylvania” (published in the People’s Republic of 
Hungary) is the fact that they did not use military force to 
preserve historical Hungary. American historian Sally 
Marks stressed that the dual monarchy that disintegrated 
in the fall of 1918 could not have been restored other than 
by force. Such an undertaking would have meant a regres- 
sion of at least 100 years by being a reassertion of the 
feudal principles of interstate relations. However, the 
national states established on the ground of the former 
monarchy stemmed from the new principle that governed 
the peace treaties, the principle of national self-determina- 
tion. To deny the legitimacy of the new east European 
states, said U.S. historian Robert O. Paxton, is to deny the 
principle of national self-determination. 


As for the nature of the Paris Peace Conference of 
1919-20, described by those Hungarian historians as 
imperialist, the historical research of the past 20 years, 
overcoming the poisoned spirit in which that event was 
viewed in the period between the two world wars, has 
come to far more differentiated conclusions apt to give 
an answer to that problem as close to historical truth as 
possible. An increasing number of international relations 
studies highlight the virtues of the Paris conference in 
comparison to similar events that preceded or followed 
thepeace of 1919-20. Remarkably, such views have come 
forth not only from the historiography of the World War 
I winners, but also of the vanquished. Thus, Austrian 
historian Fritz Fellner stressed that the “Paris Peace” 
was not a diktat imposed on the vanquished, but an 
attempt to establish an order capable of guaranteeing 
peace. Consequently, the Paris Peace Conference differs 
from all other peace treaties in that it attempted to 
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impose the force of justice over the right of might. 
according to FRG historian Hermann Graml, “The Paris 
Peace was one of the most just peace treaties known in 
Europe in centuries.” 


When making such value judgments the above cited 
historians. like all the scholars who stress the qualitative 
advantages of the Paris Peace Conference, have in mind 
the fact that for the first time in history the big powers 
sanctioned the wishes of small nations. However, some 
people think themselves authorized to claim, proceeding 
precisely from that sanction, that the Trianon treaty in 
particular and the other treaties in general were imperi- 
alistic and unjust. It might be interesting to remind those 
people that the dark Horthyist and Nazi forces tried to 
annul by brute force and diktat the wishes that nations 
had so clearly and forever expressed in the fall of 1918. 
History has debunked and condemned such attempts, 
demonstrating that the national states formed at the end 
of World War I were lasting edifices capable of overcom- 
ing temporary difficulties. In point of fact, the political 
geography of present Europe is that outlined by the 1918 
revolutions and confirmed by the peace conference, 
although Europe in the meantime suffered the biggest 
conflagration in mankind’s history. The worrying fact is 
that Worid War II came about from a revision of the 
Paris treaties. History has proven that not the obser- 
vance of the treaties, but on the contrary, the violation of 
the Paris stipulations of 1919-20 led to World War I. 
That is why the distorted or biased treatment of those 
events can seriously impair the normal evolution of the 
central and southeast European nations. 


The Hungarian historians’ references to the peace con- 
ference and the Trianon treaty appeared in the context of 
a discussion of the events that occurred in Transylvania 
in 1918-20. The crucial events that took place at that 
time and that led to the unification of Transylvania and 
Romania are presented by them sketchily, unilaterally, 
and distortedly; the authors deviate from historical truth 
in a manner that is unacceptable for historical research- 
ers. One of the most obvious and serious distortions 
concerns the attitude and actions of the Romanian 
National Conciliation Council [CNRC] after the failure 
of the Arad negotiations. “Notwithstanding their threat- 
ening note (the CNRC’s ultimatum to the Hungarian 
government on 9 November 1919), the Romanian lead- 
ers left the final decision up to the Romanian royal army 
and to the peace negotiations.” This assertion is a 
flagrant contradiction of historical truch. The one who, 
at the 13-14 November negotiations in Arad, tried to 
defer the problem of Transylvania for the following 
peace conference was Jaszi Oscar, not the CNRC repre- 
sentativeds. On the contrary, the CNRC demanded to 
take over the power immediately and rejected the Hun- 
garian proposal—first in firm and concise terms through 
the 14 November 1918 communique, and later through 
a solemn declaration of protest issued on 18 November 
under the title ““To the Nations of the World.” 


The above declaration ended with the following under- 
lined statement: “Announcing their wishes (to live in 
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freedom and independence and to unite with Romania) to 
the nations of the world, the Romanian people of Hungary 
and Transylvania request the support of the civilized 
world and the spirit of human freedom, solemn!y declaring 
that at this time, whatever the big powers decide. they are 
determined to die rather than continue to endure slavery 
and dependence.” It is thus obvious that the Transylva- 
nian Romanians, while requesting the support of the 
civilized world, were determined to achieve their objec- 
tives by themselves at the risk of their most precious 
possession, their lives, regardless of whether the powers of 
the world, i.e., the big powers, decided in favor or against 
the Romanian people. 


A radical bourgeois-democratic revolution took place in 
Transylvania, as in the rest of the Austro-Hungarian 
empire in the months of October and November. The 
revolution achieved profound qualitative changes at 
both the national and social-political levels. 


As for the Great Assembly of Alba lulia, the above- 
mentioned historians dwell on certain marginal aspects 
while refraining from explicitly stating the basic decision 
of the 1.228 deputies, which was the unconditional 
unification of Transylvania and Romania. We were 
surprised to see their emphasis on the note concerning 
the ratification of the unification by the Romanian 
government, when they tried to claim that the ratifica- 
tion did not take into account the conditions included in 
the resolution. Either they did not read the unification 
declaration, or they distorted it, just as they distorted or 
omitted facts from all the events that occurred before 
and during that crucial day in the history of the Roma- 
nian people, | December 1918. 


Commenting on the events that followed that | Decem- 
ber, the authors deplored the fact that the Hungarian 
population of Transylvania did not start a civil war, 
something that would have seriously harmed all the 
people of Transylvania. Along this line, they presented in 
great detail the attempt made by the chauvinist deputy 
Istvan Apathy to hold a “great assembly” in Cluj on 22 
December in support of the preservation of a “united 
and indivisible Hungary.” The authors were either igno- 
rant of or forgot to stress the complete failure of the 
attempts of the chauvinist reactionary nobility to void 
the decision of the Great Assembly of Alba lulia. As is 
known, the great majority of the Hungarian population 
of Transylvania did not send representatives, while the 
Hungarian Council of Tirgu Mures sent one representa- 
tive, Antalffy, who, far from joining Apathy. demanded 
the withdrawal of Kratcowiel’s mercenary bands from 
Cluj and Transylvania. who were calling themselves 
“Szekler Guards,” although they had nothing to do with 
the Szekler masses. That demand was fulfilled. and the 
Hungarian population coexisted peacefully with the 
Romanian population in the areas controlled and 
administrated by the Ruling Council. 
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Referring in passing to the Romanian areas of western 
Transylvania which, contrary to the Alba lulia decisions, 
were not yet under Romanian administration because of 
the efforts first of Mihaly Karolyi’s government and then 
of the Assemblies government to maintain them under 
Hungarian rule, the above authors, while admitting that 
the majority Romanian population was hostile to con- 
tinued Hungarian occupation, presented the activities of 
the so-called Szekler Division in a manner contrary to 
historical facts and truth. Despite the persecutions to 
which the Romanian population was subjected and of 
the brutal assassination of the leaders of the national 
Romanian movement, Ion Ciordas and lon Bolcas on 
the night of 3-4 April 1919, the authors stated that “The 
Szekler Division was not much involved in politics 2nd 
did not commit bloody acts.” 


In a well received study presented at the September 1979 
colloquium and dealing with united <urope after the 
Paris Peace Conference, Polish historian lanusz 
Ranowski claimed that the thesis accorc ing to which the 
creation of the new states in Europe was harmful to 
international security was wrong. “Indeed, the birth of 
the new states,” the Polish historian stressed, “did 
involve certain complications between states, but it did 
not threaten to cause another war in Europe. On the 
contrary, the disintegration of the big multinational 
states formed through conquest and violence was a 
pacifving element in a Europe freed from the tensions of 
national aspirations. From that time on Europe was able 
to follow the path of a genuine and voluntary integration 
of emancipated nations.” 


Indeed. in the period between the two world wars the 
new European states constituted a factor of peace and 
progress for the development of the continent. How- 
evever, Europe’s peace was disrupted by the revisionist 
tendencies of the Hungarian reactionary circles, which 
joined fascism for the purpose of hurling the old conti- 
nent into a new world conflagration in the hope of 
voiding the popular decisions of the fall of 1918. Those 
atiempts were condemned by the progressive forces of 
Europe and of the world. 


GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


Activist Groups Meet in Greifswald 
23000146 Schwerin MECKLENBURGISCHE 
KIRCHENZFITUNG in German 12 Mar 89 p 1 


[Article by Marion Wulf: “Promote Changed Thinking” 


[Text] “What we supported ir Cottbus last year has 
become a reality: Member states  « the Warsaw Pact 


have decided on essential steps for unilateral conven- 
tional disarmament...In this we see signs of changed 
thinking in the military area...In order to promote 
changed thinking. we consider it necessary to make this 
process of changed thinking in the military area under- 
standable to the public in our country through informa- 
tion and molding of public opinion...” Thus states a 
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declaration by the working group Securing Peace/Shap- 
ing Peace which was adopted 2 weeks ago at the seminar 
“Concrete Peace VII” in Greifswald. 


Of approximately 350 invited grassroots organizations 
in the GDR, 189 delegates from 170 peace. environ- 
ment, human rights. “two-thirds of the world” and 
women’s groups (23 from Mecklenburg/Greifswald) had 
come to Greifswald’s Jacobi Church to discuss in 1}! 
working teams topics such as peace, justice. creation, 
democracy. education and structures adapted to women. 


Establish New Contacts 


In an introductory paper on the subject “Our European 
House.”’ Gerd Poppe, Berlin. had proposed: “Our groups 
should make efforts for...new fields of cooperation and 
communication, establish new contacts with societal 
forces working in the same direction. regardless of their 
ideology, religion or membership in certain groups. 
Organizations or parties, and that within the GDR as well 
as beyond its borders...” A second paper on the subject 
stated that everyone deals with the image of the 
“European house” as it corresponds to his own. And 
everyone means something else by it. “Let us not pro- 
vincialize problems,” admonished the second speaker. 


It was not easy for the seminar to stick to its subject. 
“Our Europcan house—how do we imagine it and how 
can we contribute.” which was due to a “clumsiness 
difficult to overcome in bringing into the large house 
one’s own problems,” as was said alt a press conference 
following the seminar. 


Open Forum 


With “Concrete Peace VII” the impression was created 
that the participants had very different expectations, 
from which ensued uncertainty and dissatisfaction. It 1s 
difficult to reconcile the issues of the various environ- 
ment, peace. human rights, “two-thirds of the world’ 
and women’s groups in a seminar. But it is this broad 
range of groups that characterizes “Concrete Peace” and 
constitutes its wealth. Thus the newly elected committee 
on continuation was asked to consider how “Concrete 
Peace” could be more an “open forum” and “less a 
seminar with topical work in small groups.” Enough 
time should be allowed “for the introduction and solic- 
itation of initiatives.” and room for “topical and spon- 
taneous concerns.” Thereby “Concrete Peace” could 
become an even stronger network of the different groups 
in our country. 


Of the nine motions adopted by the plenum. one deals 
with the establishment of a social service as an alterna- 
tive to military service. The paper states in the introduc- 
tion: “On the basis of the constitutionally guaranteed 
freedom of religion and conscience. out of Christian 
responsibility for the creation. out of the humanistic 
obligation for reverence of life, and out of the claim to 
self-responsible action we demand the establishment of 
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an alternative to the present practice of obligatory mili- 
tary service.” After long debate, the plenum passed a 
letter dealing with topical problems in the CSSR. 


In addition to the work in groups and in the plenum, a 
hearing on nuclear energy probiems took place, among 
other things. The deputy general manager of the Lubmin 
nuclear power plant, situated in the direct vicinity of 
Greifswald, answered questions by the participants. Dr 
Wolfgang Brune mentioned as a special problem the min- 
ing of raw brown coal in the GDR. The output of 319 
million tons per year should be reduced again to below 300 
million tons, if possible. This is not the least reason why 
there is no alternative to nuclear energy. Brune stressed 
that, on the basis of the most modern safety measures, to 
his knowledge there could not occur catastrophes in this 
country like those in Chernobyl! two years ago. 


Brune reported on the expansion of the Lubmin nuclear 
power plant by four more blocks by the mid-1990’s. The 
shut down of the Rheinsberg nuclear power plant is 
planned for the 1990’s. Putting into operation the first of 
the four planned blocks of the Stendal nuclear power 
plant is to take place at the beginning of the 1990's. 
During the same period of time will be decided the 
location of a nuclear power plant to be built in the south 
of the GDR. According to Brune it is important to build 
as few nuclear power piants as possible, and also to 
consume as little energy as possible. Lowering energy 
consumption in the GDR through raising consciousness 
was emphasized time and again. 


New Committee on Continuation 


The seminar had to elect the new committee on contin- 
uation whose job it will be between seminars, in addition 
to work concerning the grassroots groups, to prepare the 
next seminar which will probably take place in tie 
Thuringian Land church. Heiko Lietz of Guestrow was 
elected tor the Mecklenburg/Greifswald region. 


Church Weekly Commenis on Activist Meeting 
23000140 East Berlin DIE KIRCHE in German 
12? Mar 89 p 1 


[Article by Bettina Roeder: “Lack of Focus”] 


[Text] As the seventh GDR-wide meeting of grassroot 
church groups wound down two weeks ago, criticism 
followed in its wake. Critics pointed out that even 
though the meeting of delegates from over 170 groups 
offerred unique opportunitues to stimulate an exchange 
between different interest groups, such opportunities 
went largely unused. Also, the entire conference 
“Konkret fuer den Frieden” [Committed to Peace] sim- 
ply lacked focus. 


Those who had come to Greifswald to attend the 3-day 
meeting of groups dedicated to the issues of peace. 
justice, and the environment, would doubtlessly agree. 
Even the seminar’s motto “Our European House—Its 
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Future and Our Contribution” did little to formalize 
group agendas. Many conference participants com- 
plained that there were no opportunities to share their 
own group related experiences. Further criticism men- 
tioned the meeting’s failure to integrate outcomes of 
previous conferences—not to mention those of the Ecu- 
menical Conference for Peace, Justice and the Preserva- 
tron of Creation. 


Since conference participants had not come primarily to 
Sit passively through a church sponsored meeting. they 
seemed optimistic about the forum’s future despite its 
many drawbacks. Self-criticism and constructive thinking 
characterized considerations concerning future meetings. 


One recommendation suggested “Konkret fuer den 
Frieden” 'eave more room for the broad spectrum of 
different groups instead of trying to nail down a unified 
program outlining the goals of the meeting. Suggestions 
were made to open the forum even further and to mov? 
away from the seminar form where small groups work 
out special topics. Everybody agreed that the mosi 
important task of “Konkret fuer den Frieden” is the 
networking of emancipation oriented groups in the 
GDR. However, this process must leave room for inde- 
pendence and spontaneity. The most important reasons 
given for holding meetings of that kind were that they 
not only offer opportunities for joint initiatives but also 
for formulating opinions on current topics. 


The timeliness for such formulations was very obvious at 
Greifswald. Without doubt, groups have become more 
self-assured and at the same time more impatient con- 
cerning questions of change within church and society. 
Greifswald also showed that the groups are increasingly 
made up of citizens firmly anchored in society who have 
every right to refuse being characterized by simple- 
minded cliches. According to one participant, they are 
all looking for “new ways and means to voice their 
concerns.” 


This desire made many discussion groups wish for 
opportunities to publicly discuss questions that stir 
many citizens, for example the problem of society's 
limited participation in decision making. Many partici- 
pants praised as important and useful the first appear- 
ance of a high-ranking nuclear energy expert before a 
seminar audience. Doubtiessly, “Konkret fuer den 
Frieden” hopes that such appearances will become the 
rule rather than the exception and many others share the 
same hope. 


Church Leader Describes Kelationship With State 
23000137b East Berlin DIE KIRCHE in German 
5 Mar SY p 4 


[Article by “em”: “Open Discussion” 


[Text] The word was reorientation. Consistorial Presi- 
dent Stolpe provided information at the end of February 
in Eichwalde (southern fringe of Berlin parish) about 
changes in the church-state relationship in the GDR. 
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Awareness of problems of peace and maintaining the 
creation and justice in the world is clearly on the increase 
and not only in the GDR. Many groups and parishioners 
nevertheless ask about the tasks of the church in our 
country. Are not the personal relationship to God and 
preaching the gospel more important? Stolpe empha- 
sized that this was a matter of what comes first. Through 
the gospel we are given ov .asks. From it we receive our 
motivation. Thus world problems are also parish prob- 
lems. Pressures for a more cosmopolitan approach by the 
churches first came from Third World countries with 
regard to problems of justice (Vancouver 1983). Work by 
young people (Swords into Plowshares) and synods soon 
changed the emphasis. An indication of this is, in par- 
ticular, the initiated conciliatory approach. 


The new approach impacts on societal changes in the 
GDR. Interior political-economic challenges are also 
problems for Christians. A state’s ability to perform 
depends on its participating thinking citizens. Christians 
in particular should challenge the expectation of con- 
stantly rising prosperity. 


The reservations of our government toward religious 
activities in matters of political relevance is contrasted 
with frank discussions about basic problems of man and 
society. In response to questions from parishioners, 
Stolpe assessed in this context the establishment of an 
association of freethinkers as an invitation to the 
churches to engage in a dialogue. He welcomed the 
improved legal travel protection and encouraged people 
to learn how to take advantage of this law. Stolpe said: 
“A law works if it is enforced and utilized.” With regard 
to alternative service, he reported that construction units 
are being used more often for disaster a.d and rescue 
operations. Discussions about employment for public 
welfare services are in process. In accord with Warsaw 
Pact disarmament measures, a strictly defensive orien- 
tation on both sides has become a possibility. This would 
require Christians to rethink the problem of military 
service. 


The current day must be judged by the actual ways of 
God. As encouragement at the close of the evening, 
Stolpe presented his personal experience of trends and 
hopes, which are often not recognized at the moment. 


Church Weekly Discusses Price Control Policy 
23000137a Jena GLAUBE UND HEIMAT in German 
26 Feb 89 pl 


[Article by editor in chief Gottfried Mueller: “Our Daily 
Bread’’] 


[Text] Berlin Professor Otto Reinhold in NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND recently characterized the current 
discussion concerning the future makeup of society in 
the GDR as “intensive and diverse.” In this context he 
noted that price policies play a significant role. His own 
contribution was entitled “Social Policy, Prices and 
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Subsidies.” He thereby joined another well-known sci- 
entist, Professor Juergen Kuczynski, who had previously 
presented his views in two articles. 


First of all it should be noted that economic issues are 
not issues of faith. “Secular” factual knowledge is needed 
for their solution. Economic and social policy associated 
with extensive price supports, favored by both profes- 
sors, is consequently not a proper subject for directives 
from the church’s governing body or synodal pronounce- 
ments. The workings of the economy are too compli- 
cated and too difficult to control sensitively in practice 
to create much of a demand for quick-fix recipes. 


And yet, even in this seemingly totally “secular” debate, 
there are aspects which are directly related to the Chris- 
tian faith, as for instance. when the two professors 
mention the keyword “waste” in their articles. 


The challenge made thereby to Christian faith is most 
obvious with the food bread. Professor Reinhold 
explains what happens by writing: “Let us point out that 
its low price tempts some citizens to treat bread frivo- 
lously, to use it as feed when breeding small domestic 
animals or to waste it in other ways.” 


Bread happens to play an important role in Christianity. 
“Give us this day our daily bread,” Christians—those 
who are hungry as well as those who are sated—pray the 
world over in the prayer of their Lord Jesus Christ. But 
it is quite impossible for a Christian to pray in this 
manner and, at the same time, to succumb to the 
temptation to be wasteful. Thinking non-Christians 
share these concerns for different reasons. 


We have learned from Martin Luther, however, that the 
Lord’s Prayer does not only deal with bread as food in a 
narrow sense. The word includes all material goods and 
the social conditions which man needs to live. Wasting 
such resources is not Only economically unsound but also 
a sin. 


Professors Reinhold and Kuczynski, for obvious rea- 
sons, were primarily interested in emphasizing the risks 
that would accompany a radical change in the current 
socially-oriented economic policy. As a layman | pre- 
sume that they are right to recognize the danger that ‘n 
practice such change would considerably disadvantage 
the weaker social elements; trigger an endless wage-price 
spiral; and lead to the devaluation of savings accounts. 
There is, therefore, no serious challenge to spending 50 
to 60 billion mark on a system of subsidies. 


But wouldn’t it make sense to talk about the consider- 
ably smaller subsidies whose carefully calculated reduc- 
tion would not change the entire economic system but 
counter wasteful tendencies? Professor Reinhold, him- 
self, believes that one could certainly argue about the 
price of specific goods and that under certain circum- 
stances one could make the price more equitable. It is in 
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this area of price policies, which do not involve funda- 
mental changes, that there is a chance to control the 
sinful misuse of our daily bread. 


POLAND 


Kuron Rejects ‘Corule’ Possibility, Reflects on 
Roundtable 

26000417h Warsaw KONFRONTACJE in Polish 
No 2. Feb 89 pp 6-7 


{Interview with Jacek Kuron, Solidarity activist, by 
Adam Kowalski; date and place not given] 


[Excerpts] 


[KONFRONTACJE] That moment is held fast in my 
memory as a kind of overture to the roundtable discus- 
sions: Jacek Kuron greets General Kiszczak, shakes 
hands, says his name, and smiles, while the minister of 
internal affairs is saying something civil to him.... Mr 
Jacek, that was a lyrical, symbolic, dramatic, historic 
moment... was not it? 


[Kuron} Above all, that was not a novel experience to 
me. For many years I used to greet fairly regularly the 
employees of that ministry. I greeted them when they 
incarcerated and interrogated me, and | always tried to 
bear in mind that I should separate the invididual with 
whom I am speaking from the institution he represents. 


[KONFRONTACJE] Were you previousiy acquainted 
with Mr Minister? 


{[Kuron] No, but since | anyway am acquainted with so 
many higher officers from the ministry of security, I 
repeat that that was a normal experience to me. And it 
was only after some time that I realized that I was 
greeting that minister of state on a totally different 
occasion, and that something important was happening, 
because former prison inmates were conversing with 
people who had pui them in prison. 


[KONFRONTACJE] Well and good, but was not that 
perhaps also a moment of reneging on one’s principles, 
rules, ideals? 


[Kuron] No, I do not think so. No way. I think that the 
accounts awaiting to be settled in F:land are many and 
highly complex. 


{[KONFRONTACIJE] Let me ask you, before comment- 
ing on these accounts, could you present your own, 
personal account? 


[Kuron] I was incarcerated for 9 years.... This is easy to 
say but hard «o experience. And I was not jailed contin- 
uously but at intervals separated by periods of tension 
while waiting to be rearrested, in the certainty of being 


POLITICAL 


rearrested. But I have no grievance against anyone and 
don’t think myself the victim of some great injustice. All 
that time I remained a free man in spirit. [passage 
omitted] 


[KONFRONTACJE] You greeted those who used to jail 
you and you have no complaints or grievances against 
anyone. You also say that in Poland the accounts to be 
settled are many, but at once you add that they also are 
complex. Mr Jacek, are not you retreating from your 
positions and giving up the field of battle to the enemy? 


[Kuron] One must first know what one is fighting for. 
Because if one fights for democracy, then one fights not 
for personal aggrandizement but on behalf of the society 
and therefore he must perceive room to exist for his 
enemies not in internment camps or prisons but, e.g., on 
the parliamentary benches. One then presupposes being 
willing to negotiate with these adversaries and together 
with them make certain joint decisions and overcome 
contradictions. Any other view of adversaries means that 
one takes a completely different, antidemocratic posi- 
tion. If I desire to eliminate somebody as a partner, expel 
him from public life, | need the police, the army, the 
censorship for this purpose. No way. At that first session 
[of the roundtable] Alfred Miodowicz [the head of the 
official trade unions] spoke out sharply and in opposi- 
tion, appealing to worker interests, to democracy, and to 
freedom, and | don’t want to suspect that he was 
speaking dishonesily. | want to believe him. But even if 
that is not so and he is playing some kind of game against 
Solidarity, | still would not demand that his words be 
censored. [passage omitted] 


[KONFRONTACIJE] As I understand it, you sat down at 
the roundtable with some idea of rescuing Poland and 
probably with some hopes. A simple question: why is it 
that several or a dozen years ago any such accord 
between the opposing sides could have been only a 
shortlasting tactical maneuver whereas now it is seen as 
a great chance? And another question: to top it all, what 
are to be the results of that accord? 


[Kuron] As I understand it, the accord is possible now 
that the broadly conceived government camp has recog- 
nized that the system of Stalinist totalitarianism, as they 
call it, is untenable, both in view of its order of values 
and in view of its total irrationality: it enslaves man and 
wastes the fruits of man’s labor. Hence, we are to 
proceed toward a democratic order. And if that is so, we 
can reach am agreement with the other side, because we 
too perceive building democracy as a process. This 
ensues from the philosophy | had already mentioned 
when describing my personal road of departure from 
communism. I am thus a supporter of evolution, a 
supporter of a gradual transformation of the society into 
a democratic society. But here arises the question of who 
is to be the creator of the social order, and this at the 
same time concerns your question about the prospects of 
the roundtable. At that table an agreement shou!d be 
reached between elites—the elites taking part in the 
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talks. But if these elites reach an agreement, this in itself 
still cannot bring about social order. The agreement itself 
between the elites will not overcome the Polish conflicts. 
Thus this concerns our creating ways of overcoming ihe 
conflicts. that is. forms enabling people to organize 
themselves in various democratic inst**tions: local, 
worker. and professional self-governme’ ssociations, 
debating clubs, political parties,... be public activists, 
offer various ideas and solutions. People should be 
enabled to nominate their own candidates for elections, 
and they should be enabled to elect them. That is a 
process that cannot be suddenly brought about. For the 
very reason that whatever is done rapidly, even if opti- 
mally. would be done on the basis of ar agreement 
between elites which would be offering presents to the 
people. You know, much cannot be given as a present, 
because the people themselves, for their own good, 
should organize and create for themselves a democratic 
order. 


[KONFRONTACJE] You speak of agreement, of sur- 
mounting of conflicts, of a social order to be built by the 
people themselves for themselves. But could you com- 
plete this picture by also allowing for the darker hues? | 
mean the natural conditions and constraints, the misery 
of the economy. the spreading destitution... 


[Kuron] Of course, certain domestic and foreign circum- 
stances have to be considered. After all, since we are 
dealing with a ruined country, meaning, with ruined 
machinery. buildings. roads, land, air, and water, this 
requires huge investments. Where can the money for 
them be taken? From consumption? But a substantial 
segment of the society lives in poverty.... It is obvious to 
me that this requires great effort and self-sacrifices. But 
an example of effort and self-sacrifices should be given 
by those who are privileged in various ways. This also 
concerns whatever in this country is being wasted or 
expended on an unnecessary scale. Suffice it to say that 
arms expenditures in Poland have been cut by 4 percent 
and in the USSR by 12 percent, whereas in Hungary they 
were slashed 15 percent. and there is certainly reason for 
reconsidering this matter. Thus some people cannot lose, 
others may lose. and others still may lose more, but this 
should be done on the basis of the sovereignty of the 
society. that is, the people themselves should impose on 
themselves a certain austerity, and | am firmly con- 
vinced that they will do so once they are aware that their 
efforts and labor will net be wasted. Sure, this will 
engender tensions and conflicts. The problem thus ts 
whether we will succeed in creating forms of action 
through which these conflicts could be most sensibly 
surmounted. And here let me refer to just one example. 
Consider that the strike law thought up by the govern- 
ment is such that practically any strike in Poland ts 
illegal. Absurd as this may be, illegal strikes are taking 
place and shall continue to take place in Poland so long 
as that law is not changed, because a law alone will not 
stop strikes. 


[KONFRONTACJE] And instead the law can be effec- 
tively compromised. 
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[Kuron] This concerns not only compromising the iaw 
but the failure of the mechanism of arbitration to per- 
form in this situation. By contrast, the existence of the 
trade union Solidarity and its cooperation with other 
trade unions, of course in the presence of a sensible law, 
will serve to minimize the consequences of strikes, to 
reach agreements without resorting to strikes. 


[KONFRONTACIE] Is political life in Poland to follow 
a similar principle, with the parties, groupings, associa- 
tions, etc., negotiating, bargaining, reaching agreements, 
cooperating? 


[Kuron] Right on. But the authorities must understand 
one thing: there can be no mention of any agreement 
co-opting us, meaning the opposition, in governing, for 
then the point of the entire change would be nullified. 
After all, what matters is that the opposition exist within 
the framework of the system. 


[KONFRONTACJE] Without a modicum of shared 
responsibility? 


[Kuron] Permit me to impart to you a certain principle: 
once Solidarity is registered [legalized], it will accept its 
share of responsibility. That was in 1980, too. The joke is 
that at the time, in 1980 and 1981, Solidarity could not draw 
any consequences from that sharing of responsibility, 
because then the system was unreformable. Now that we are 
beginning to reform the system, the point is that Solidarity 
should find ways of influencing decisions. “It is a law of 
life,” Walesa said, “that the extent of shared responsibility 
is proportional to the number of participanis.” 


[KONFRONTACJE] Let us then consider details. What 
should be the nature of the agreement to be reached by 
the negotiating parties so that the principle of participa- 
tion and shared responsibility you mention would regu- 
late our life as a society? 


[Kuron] I would distinguish among three packages of 
issues. The first package concerns the law on associa- 
tions, which should be freed of all elements of arbitrari- 
ness so that peaple would be enabled to organize them- 
selves. This is closely linked to the issue of local self- 
government, genuinely democratic elections to that 
government, and communal ownership. As regards free- 
dom of information and speech, that is the second 
package of issues, and two proposals concern it. Editor 
Turowicz proposed that censorship should be limited 
solely to harm to the state, and even then tis decisions 
should be appealable. In their turn, Mr Miodowicz [head 
of the regime-sponsored official trade unions] and Mr 
Jankowski of the Democratic Party referred to the need 
to abolish preventive censorship and supplant it with 
legal responsibility. The latter proposal strikes me more 
favorably, and here too probably an agreement will be 
easy to reach. Access to the mass media, and chiefly to 
the radio and television, 1s important. I think that even 
now the second television channel or a special set of 
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programs could be set aside for operation outside control 
by the state. This also applies to radio programs. Lastly. 
there is the need for a [new] press and publishing laws 
that would permit founding publishing houses and pub- 
lishing newspapers and entail a solution of the newsprint 
shortage. The third group of issues concerns the laws. the 
judiciary. The point 1s that Poland should be a country 
where rule of law prevails. that laws be good and 
genuinely obeyed by all parties. and above all this 
concerns independence of the judiciary. In my opinion, 
the principle of the independence of the judiciary would 
be the step that would change a great deal in this country. 
So much for all that. 


[KONFRONTACYJE] Let me return to a topic on which 
you already somewhat elaborated, namely, the external 
conditions of the Polish reform. 


[Kuron] The most important thing to us is what is 
happening across our eastern frontier. And it seems to 
me that it 1s precisely there that the great changes which 
have largely been instrumental in opening the road to us 
are taking place. Over there there appeared vast social 
forces acting to promote democracy. May this continue. 


[KONFRONTACJE] In this connection. does the Polish 
democratic Opposition maintain any foreign contacts? 


{Kuron] Yes. we maintain contacts with the “Charter 
of 77° [Czech oppositionists]. long since with Hungary, 
for a fairly long time with Russians. and since recently 
with Ukrainians and Lithuanians. For example. recently 
Walesa. Onyszkiewicz, and | were invited to a congress 
of “Sajudis™ [in Lithuania], but we cannot go, because 
we are needed here at the roundtable. We shall reply to 
that invitation with cordial greetings. [passage omitted] 


[KONFRONTACJE] Thank you for the interview. 


Party Activities Calendar 19-31 Dec 1988 
2600038 la Warsaw ZYCIE PARTII in Polish 
No 1, 11 Jan 89 p 23 


[Unattributed report: “Party Chronicle: 19-31 December 
1989" 


[Excerpts] 
10th Plenum of the PZPR Central Committee 


20-21 December. The 10th plenum of the PZPR Central 
Committee met: Wojciech Jaruzelski. first secretary of 
the Central Committee presided. The report of the 
Politburo of the Central Committee titled “Reform of 
the Party a Prerequisite for the Success of the Strategy of 
Renewal and Reform” was delivered by Marian Orze- 
chowski. secretary of the Central Committee and mem- 
ber of the Politburo. Then. Wladyslaw Baka. secretary of 
the Central Committee and member of the Politburo, 
presented information on some aspects of the economic 
situation and the conclusions derived from them. 
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After extensive discussion, the deliberations of the ple- 
num were continued behind closed doors. During this 
portion of the deliberations, Mieczyslaw F. Rakowski. 
premier and member of the Politburo. described the 
crucial problems of economic and social policy. During 
the organizational portion, essential change in the mem- 
bership of the Central Committee. the Secretariat. and 
the Politburo cf the PZPR Central Committee were 
made. 


At the end of the deliberations, Wojciech Jaruzelski. first 
secretary of the Central Committee. delivered a speech. 
The second portion of the 10th plenum is to be held in 
the middle of January. 


Sixth Plenum of the Central Control and Review 
Commission 


19 December. The Central Control and Review Commis- 
sion met. The plenum heard a report on the economy 
given by Wladyslaw Baka, secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee and member of the Politburo, and a report on the 
preparations for the 10th plenum of the PZPR Central 
Committee by Marian Orzechowski. secretary of the 
Central Committee and member of the Politburo. Wlod- 
zimierz  Mokrzyszczak reported on the work of the 
Presidium and the working groups of the Central Control 
and Review Commission since the previous plenum. 


W. Mokrzyszczak, in conjunction with being named 
ambassador of the People’s Republic of Poland to the 
CSSR, asked to be released from his function of chair- 
man of the Central Control and Review Commission. 


Wojciech Jaruzelski, first secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee. participating in the deliberations, in the name of the 
Politburo recommended Kazimierz Cypryniak. secretary 
of the Central Committee. for the position of chairman of 
the Central Control and Review Commission. In a secret 
ballot, K. Cypryniak was elected the new chairman of the 
Central Control and Review Commission. 


Meeting of the Secretariat of the PZPR Central 
Committee 


23 December. There was a meeting of the Secretariat of 
the Central Committee which examined the current 
tasks in party operations in light of the first part and 
preparation for the second part of the 10th plenum of the 
PZPR Central Committee. 


Conferences and Meetings 
[passage omitted] 


30 December. At the Polish Press Agency there was an 
open party meeting in which Stanislaw Ciosek. secretary 
of the Central Committee and member of the Politburo. 
participated. During the mecting they discussed the 
place and role of the party in the social. political. and 
economic changes taking place. 
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31 December. There was a reporting meeting of the basic 
party organization of a squadron of the First Regiment 
of the Fighter Air Force of the National Air Defense 
Warszawa. Gen Army Florian Siwicki. secretary of the 
Central Commititce and member of the Politburo and 
minister of national defense. and a member of this 
organization. participated in the meeting. 


In the Offices and Organizations 


19 December. The Plock Vorvodship Committee cxam- 
ined the situation in health protection and social care in 
the vonvodship. 


26 December. The Wroclaw Voivodship Committee dis- 
cussed materials on the style of work in the Yoivodship 
Committee. The second part of the plenum on this 
subject will be held in January 1989. Zdzislaw Balicki. 
candidate member of the Politburo and first secretary of 
the Vorvodship Committee. presided. 


29 December. There was a meeting of the sociopolitical 
aktiy of the Katowice Vor odship. during which a sum- 
mation of the achievements and sociopolitical and eco- 
nomic phenomenon of 1988 was made. Manfred Gorvy- 
woda. candidate member ot the Politburo of the Central 
Committee and first secretary of the Voivodship Com- 
mittee. and Zdzislaw Swiatek, a member of the Politburo 
recently elected at the 10th plenum. participated in the 
Meeting. 


The Lomza Vonvodship Committee devoted its delibera- 
tions to defining the tasks of the voivodship party organi- 
zation in implementing the new forms of party work. 
Kazimierz Greesiak. head of the Agriculture Section of the 
Central Commitice. participated in the deliberations. 


The Nows Sacz Voivodship Committee evaluated the 
effectiveness of party initiatives taken in the region. 


The Tarnobrzeg Voivodship Committee debated the 
operations of the voivodship party offices after the 
eighth plenum of the Central Committee and the direc- 
tions of the voivodship annual plan tor 1989. Leszek 
Miller. secretary of the Central Committee. participated 
in the deliberations. 


In Zamosc. the PZPR. ZSL. and SD Voivodship Com- 
mittees held a joint plenum on the subject of local 
initiatives and entrepreneurship. 


Leszek Mille>. secretary of the Central Committee. met 
with severa! dozen workers of the Stalowa Wola Stecl- 
works. They discussed union pluralism and reform in the 
economy. party. and the state. 


Interp.rty Cooperation 


14-22 December. A Ceicgation of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam. led by Vu Quang Tuy. 
deputy head of ihe Economic Section of the Central 
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Commitice. visited Poland. At the end of its visit the 
delegation met with Janusz Basiak. head of the Sociveco- 
nomic Policy Section of the PZPR Central Committee. 


23 December. The Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet awarded Jozef Czyrek. secretary of the PZPR 
Central Commitiee and member of the Politburo. the 
Order of the October Revolution for his contributions to 
the development of friendship and cooperation between 
the Soviet Union and Poland and on the occasion of his 
60th birthday. Vladimir Brovikov. Soviet ambassador to 
Poland, presented the decoration to him. 


30 December. In Minsk, there was a ceremonial meeting 
of the Central Committee of the Byelorussian Commu- 
nist Party and the Supreme Sovict of the Byelorussian 
SSR in honor of the 70th anniversary of the formation of 
the Byelorussian SSR. A party and government delega- 
tion of the People’s Republic of Poland led by Jozef 
Czyrek. secretary of the Central Commitice and member 
of the Politburo, participated in the ceremonies. 


PZPR CC Secretary: Censorship, Cultural Issues. 
Socialism’s Prospects 
26000388 Poznan WV'PROST in Polish 2 Feb 89 pp 4-6 


[Interview with Marian Stepien. editor in chief of Kra- 
kow monthly ZDANIE and secretary of the PZPR Cen- 
tral Commitiee. by Blazey Baraniak-Leszczynsk: and 
Janusz Michalak: “A Breeze from Above”: date and 
piace not given] 


[Text] 


[WPROST] What exactly is your current function? As a 
secretary of the Central Committee. how do you want to 
influence culture? Will you do it. for example. by making 
recommendations to those adminisirators in the cultural 
sphere who are members of your party. or by subsidizing 
those institutions that you want to influence. or in some 
other way” 


[Stepien] The era of party officials administering cultural 
or other kinds of institutions has ended. Furthermore. 
there is no money for the promotion of those cultural 
tendencies that the party recognizes as most beneficial at 
any given moment. However. you will agree. gentlemen. 
that since the party is the leadership force in our society. 
the party carries the burden of our entire naticnal 
culture. As CC secretary. | have a certain political 
influence oa the development and formation of Polish 
culture. 
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[WPROST] Judging from past experience. membership 
in the highest leadership body allows one to have an 
influence on making widely accessible works that were 
formerly banned. Do you foresee many such “acts of 
charity”? 

[Stepien] | would not call them acts of charity. Until now 
the complications of our reality were such that a certain 
number of works remained not generally accessible. 
Some circles have exaggerated notions about the num- 
bers of such works. We should not magnify the situation. 
I think that among these works. there are not that many 
who view reality in an unpleasant way. It is because there 
are so few that we must put the whole affair in order, or 
to speak plainly. normalize it. That requires the usual 
solution of making a decision and carrying it out. Bluntly 
put. we must publish these few (not more than a dozen or 
so) books—I mean those in the sphere of literature. 


[WPROST] Are we speaking about all books of that type 
without exception? 


[Stepien] I cannot speak about all. for | am not familiar 
with all of them. | have not read many of the texts, so it 
is difficult tor me to take a categorical position. 


[WPROST] In light of that. please list at least a few titles. 


[Stepien}] Of course. | think that we can publish for 
official and normal circulation. for example. “The Little 
Apocalypse” of Konwicki. —Herling-Grudzinski’s 
“Another World.” “On an Inhuman Earth” by Jozef 
Czapski and “My Century” by Aleksander Wat. Perhaps 
a few others as well. but there are not too many more of 
them. Bevond these we would find at most fewer than 20 
titles. There are not that many prohibited books. This 
problem is unduly exaggerated. 


[WPROST] Lately. an enormous number of gruesome 
facts from the Stalinist era have come to light. Mean- 
while we cannot print even tragments of “The Gulag 
Archipelago” in Poland. The guardians of our spiritual 
purity claim that they will print this book only after it 
has appeared in the Sov Union. In vour opinion. are 
such restrictions going to exist for a long time? 


[Stepien] One is not free to treat these matters in the 
absolute without a sense of responsibility. The basic 
question is an approach to putting this whole sphere in 
order. If we are successful in publishing titles of unques- 
tionable worth. then we shall be successful in freeing 
Polish artistic creation from political confusion that 
destroys our spiritual life. The only thing | know is that. 
as soon as humanly possible. a time must come when an 
artist might feel truly free to express the problems that 
plague his people. The new “breeze” blowing “from 
above.” trom the CC will surely soon be felt. However. 
what is most important is what the artists are doing. | 
hope that they will respond ts the new policy, that they 
will respond with a mature sense of responsibility. Poli- 
tics. or rather. politicizing. 1s still suffocating us and 
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jerking us at every turn, but what has this to do with real 
art? It is true that we have problems. but Ict us raise 
ourselves to the consideration of cxistential questions 
and let us not endlessly examine various questions on the 
level of the encounters between the party and Solidarity. 
I would like to be the secretary for truly cultural matters 
and not for national quarrels. It is my job to implement 
party policy in the cultural sphere. And a basic guarantee 
for a change of policy throughout the cultural sphere is 
the fundamental reform of the party itself that is now 
taking place. My only concern is whether this reform will 
be properly noted and appreciated. Finally. for the first 
time, we do have conditions for truly implementing 
socialism. 


[WPROST] You will pardon us for saying so, but that 
does not seem like the best sort of argumentation. Too 
many people remember that at every successive junc- 
ture. every change of personnel, someone has said “now 
at last” or “finally. for the first time.’ Who. after our 
experiences, can put faith in such a line of reasoning? 


{[Stepien}] One does not really have to be very bright to 
notice that the situation today is diametrically different 
from what it was. In conjunction with personnel changes 
that took place in the past. something or other was 
stated. and people calmed down and were quiet. Today. 
declarations and acts by the authorities are forced by the 
active reactions of society. The authorities undergo 
constant criticism. are ignored. and are simultancously 
subjected to demands. A state of hypercriticism rages. 
the oppositionist structures of the church and the former 
Solidarity are actively working. Declarations do not 
suffice. Social control checks the various moves of the 
authorities. 


[WPROST] Does this represent an opportunity for 
socialism or the need for its reform? 


{Stepien] Both one and the other. Never during this 
40-year period until the present have we had such 
favorable circumstances for the creation of really high 
culture. Never has there been such a broad sentiment of 
creative freedoms. After all, right now we can tell each 
other everything: all that is necessary is a pinch of 
responsibility. Let us talk about everything. and not with 
hatred. not in a negative spirit. We can discuss the most 
difficult subject like adults because we have established 
that we are united by a common concern about Poland. 
If all sides in the dialog care about that. we shall certainly 
arrive at an understanding. 


[WPROST] Here is where doubts usually arise. Why 
should Poles arrive at an understanding based on terms 
established by a party that remains in the minority? How 
do you respond to that? 


[Stepien] That the Polish left governs is not open to 
question. Before the war the left had an easier situation. 
It was answerable only for its own cultural current. 
arising from the sphere of its own ideas. Now the left 1s 
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heir to all of Polish culture and it is answerable for the 
whole culture. The left then does not impose any partic- 
ular view of culture of its own. it only expresses a 
concern that the whole culture develop in a many-sided 
way. However. there must be centers, circles of people. to 
decide about fundamental matters, about a hierarchy of 
needs. The essential is that these centers and people 
make the best possible decisions as far as Polish culture 
is concerned. As for myself. the ideal state of affairs 
would be one in which I, as secretary of the CC, 
remained invisible. where artists would be concerned 
above all with creativity and not politics, where various 
“Little Apocalypses” would appear without hindrance 
and the secretary might simply observe it. 


[WPROST] History includes political thinkers who 
stated that the best government is one that is not noticed 
by society. 


[Stepien] Exactly. | would wish for us to have a climate 
where every artist and “consumer” of culture could, 
without hindrance. occupy himself with his abilities and 
interests without constantly referring to politics. 


[WPROST] As a secretary of a party with a specific 
political face. vou cannot. however. be entirely neutral 
about the political face of culture. In light of that. could 
you explain what is meant by the phrase “socialist 
culture” that 1s so often used in Poland? 


[Stepicn] | do not wish to quibble about words with you. 
When | speak of socialism and of socialist culture. | 
mean a certain set of values that shape up into a certain 
complex in my mind. Some of these values can be found 
as well in other ideological systems, but only here are 
they found in a particular constellation and no other. 


[WPROST] To put it plainly. the concept “socialist 
culture” coincides with the use of culture as an instru- 
ment by an ideology and that is a little suspect. 


[Stepien] That ts not true, and it is one of the basic 
misconceptions. | am reminded of a situation that | shall 
long remember. Last spring | took part in a meeting at 
the “Consensus” club in Warsaw during which I initi- 
ated a discussion with Jan Jozef Szczepanski. Can you 
imagine that Mr Szczepanski publicly accused party 
writers of writing their works according to CC direc- 
tives? It 1s disheartening to hear such “arguments.” | 
have been a party member for 36 years and | am also a 
writer. | know many writers who are party members. but 
it never even crossed our minds that we might write 
according to CC directives. But the basic issues have to 
be clarified because of the way people see us. However, it 
is a shame to waste time and energy on such things. 


[WPROST] How do you explain such a naive statement 
coming from such a mature writer as Jan Jozef Szczepan- 
ski undoubtedly ts? 
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[Stepien] If someone has not spoken with another person 
for nearly 10 years, then what is there to be surprised 
about? I once wrote in a review of a book by Kira 
Galczynska that when the historian reads the documents 
about Poles from 1981-82, he will say that above all it 
was a period of growing misconceptions. 


[WPROST] Is that all? You must be aware of the view 
that it is only when a totalitarian authority is threatened 
that it becomes more liberal. Then it can afford to make 
various gestures towards “those who think differently.” 


[Stepien] | do not have to force anyone to think differ- 
ently, for two reasons. Throughout our history we truly 
have governed by using “gestures”: on the other hand, | 
am always met with this argument when there is real ill 
will on the part of a “critic of the system.” For these 
constant misconceptions and false assessments of one 
another also have some source. Someone is propagating 
them; someone promotes them with high-intensity ill 
will. 


[WPROST] You are on the verge of expressing what our 
propaganda stated not long ago, that the entire opposi- 
tionist culture finds itself “earning a living by giving 
interviews to the foreign press.” 


[Stepien] My dear sirs, | myself know people from 
Krakow who have taken (and perhaps are still taking) 
their stipends in dollars. It was evident that they would 
lose them if. for example. they had contact with the 
“official press.” 


[WPROST] They were just actly sensibly. agreeing to 
accepi offers according to the example set by Giedrojc. 
In the 1970’s there were about 200 persons on the list of 
banned writers. Where were they supposed to have their 
works published? 


[Stepien] Such actions happening in 1978 would not 
surprise me, but today—they do. 


[WPROST] Andrzej Szczypiorski maintained that his 
book entitled “Poczatek” [The Beginning]. now being 
published by the Poznan Western Institute. could have 
been in official circulation if Premier Rakowski had 
intervened. This is a brand new case. 


[Stepien] | am not familiar with this example. | am a 
member of the Publications Council of “Czytelnik” 
Publishing House and | also have submitted various 
titles that could not be published before but now will be 
published. I do wish to stress. however, that an act of 
courage was something different before 1980 than it Is 
now. Just as calling for a strike before 1980 was an act 
requiring courage, later it took courage not to strike. 


[WPROST] There is another. nonpolitical reason for 
printing many books abroad and within the so-called 
second circulation. If you. for example. were a young 
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author and had the choice of waiting 5 years for a book 
already accepted by a publisher to be published or of 
having it published quickly, but outside the official 
circulation... 


[Stepien] ... | certainly would publish it. | understand 
having to make such a choice sometimes. Everyone has 
the right to publish what he wishes and where he wishes, 
but it is better to avoid making a political statement 
through one’s actions. 


[WPROST] Do you also believe that every artist can 
choose the place in which he wishes to live? 


[Stepien] Certainly, not only every artist, but every 
human being has this right. That is the direction in which 
Our passport policy aims to move. Nonetheless, the scope 
of the emigration of young Poles cannot but be very 
disturbing. Which countries wealthier than Poland could 
sustain such a loss of specialists? 


[WPROST] Many people of culture certainly would 
prefer to remain in Poland, but under conditions of full 
artistic freedom, in a situation where a real social need 
would determine the publication of their works and 
where the paper shortage and the lack of duplicating 
facilities would not be continually given as the deciding 
factors. 


[Stepien] We can only regret that we are unable to correct 
Our material situation overnight. We lose a great deal of 
social energy in this way and we strengthen wealthier 
societies. | am opposed to any sort of administrative 
actions to counter this phenomenon. I believe that there 
simply is no other way but to work consistently at 
creating such conditions. However, we also should make 
use of persuasion by appealing to people’s moral sensi- 
bilities. | know that it is unpopular, but you will agree 
that people, and especially young people, are reacting in 
a Strange way today to calls for patriotism. 


[WPROST] Let us shift, however, to somewhat more 
quantifiable matters. For example, what is your assess- 
ment of our Ministry of Culture, now an outmoded 
entity. For example, it sets up a price list per square 
meter of an oil painting, it does not permit the manage- 
ment of a theatre to sell a production to another city and 
the like. In a word, in many instances it hinders more 
than helping and maybe it is simply unnecessary. 
Another example—since January of this year a real 
administrative revolution was to take place in the the- 
atres. Has this happened? Everything is just as it was. 


[Stepien] | think that we are still dealing with many 
other, even more complex issues. | am speaking of the 
diseases that ravage our culture. For example, a highly 
paid theatre actor informs the management that he is ill 
and because of this the production is canceled. Mean- 
while, he goes on location and does a film. 





POLITICAL 


[WPROST] But the behavior of this act also emanates 
from existing regulations. 


[Stepien] From regulations and from habits that are the 
expression of the demoralization of certain circles. We 
have very much to repair. 


[WPROST] We have heard this for over 8 years, but this 
rehabilitation is somehow very sluggish. 


[Stepien] What can be eliminated is being eliminated. 1, 
too, would like to play a significant role in this work. 


[WPROST] If you had to change only one specific thing, 
which one thing would you change during your term, 
what would it be? 


[Stepien] I would like to have an impact on increasing 
the state budgetary allotment for cultural purposes. 


[WPROST] What is your opinion of the idea (not a new 
one) of finally creating some possibilities for exempting 
from a portion of taxes those enterprises that wish to 
earmark significant funds for culture? 


[Stepien] I am very much in favor of this idea. I have 
observed the system of financing cultural projects using 
this principle in the United States, with wonderful 
results. A well-known American once brought silver for 
the Warsaw Palace. He received the appropriate receipt 
and thereby was exempt from paying a portion of the 
monies due as tax. This was in spite of the fact that it was 
a cultural service not for his own country but for Poland. 
This was also very worthwhile financially for him. Keep 
in mind, however, that the Polish budget is in a situation 
somewhat different from the American budget. The pool 
of tax revenues cannot be mechanically reduced. 


[WPROST] But the introduction of this principle would 
violate the basic state monopoly (and the party’s influ- 
ence) on financing culture. If, for example, specific 
theatre enterprises could be financed using private cap- 
ital, by Polonia-type firms, let us say, then the sponsor 
could also require that the works produced have a 
specific political content that is different from the offi- 
cial content. 


[Stepien] Here common sense must rule. Works that 
conflict with basic state interests, with the current law, 
cannot be created. They should be in harmony with state 
policy and they should satisfy the backer. But I do not 
think that these matters would be difficult in practice. At 
least for the present, the existing limitations are more of 
a financial nature than a political nature. 
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Geremek on Party Coalitions, Need for 
Provisional Political System 

26000392 Warsaw TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY 
in Polish No 10, 5 Mar 89 pp 1, 4-5 


[Interview with Bronislaw Geremek, Solidarity adviser 
and roundtable participant, professor of history, Univer- 
sity of Warsaw, by Barbara Sierszula: “A Return to the 
Primer’; date and place not given] 


[Text] 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] The Taskforce on 
Political Reform held its first few sessions. Mutual 
definition of positions took place and was accompanied 
by exploration of common ground without confusion of 
identity. What are the positions of Solidarity? 


[Geremek] Solidarity demands commencing as soon as 
possible the process of reforms, and the word “process” 
means evolutionary changes, but ones with certain 
mechanisms of democracy to be built into the present 
system, rather than just liberalizing measures which 
represent freedoms conferred out of goodwill, arbi- 
trarily, graciously, and which therefore could be 
rescinded at any moment. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] What mecha- 
nisms are then concerned? 


[Geremek] This concerns restoring the independence of 
courts and judges, establishing complete freedom of the 
formation and life of associations, coupled with absence 
of political or militia control over them. We also desire a 
fundamental change in the situation of the mass media, 
that is,restricting the monopoly of the ruling party on 
these media. Lastly, we desire a democracy built from 
the bottom up, local self-governments, and transforming 
people’s councils from bodies of state administration 
into democratically elected self-governing bodies owning 
municipal property and exercising jurisdiction over 
municipal employees. In this way, the principle of inde- 
pendence of local self-governments could be restored. 
These are our four postulates. The government side 
insists on considering the democratization process con- 
cerning the central authorities. That is fine with us, 
because that is the domain of its monopoly. We shall 
thus learn what proposals it has concerning, among 
others, the office of the President, the nature of the 
future Parliament, aid the coming elections. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY}] The government’s 
package includes proposals made by the Democratic Party. 
You listened to the inaugural speeches at the roundtable. 
Could you tell us your reaction to the proposals made by 
our representative Prof Jan Janowski? 


[Geremek] Above all, I have long been a great admirer of 
the comments and actions of Professor Janowski con- 
cerning Solidarity. I believe that his comments have 
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always been permeated by the awareness that the prob- 
lem of Solidarity is a problem of the nation’s political life 
and that the principal conflicts at present center on it. 
The Professor’s stance has been consistent over many 
years, and I think that in the final stage of decisionmak- 
ing the words and stance of the representative of the 
Democratic Party did matter. And that is important. 


I listened attentively to the Professor's speech during the 
inauguration of the roundtable. I believe that it demon- 
strates that the Democratic Party is accepting some 
responsibility for the prospects for the democratization 
of the Polish political system. I refer here to the Profes- 
sor’s comments concerning the constitutional principle 
of national sovereignty and the need for independence of 
courts. At the same time, his speech was very deeply 
rooted in the tradition of the alignment of which the 
Democratic Party is a part, an alignment which has 
always been one of complete dependence [i.e., the Dem- 
ocratic Party is a “vassal” of the PZPR]. His speech 
revealed to me elements of an intracoalition game, which 
to a majority of the Polish public opinion is not an 
important issue. I speak as I think. His speech contained 
elements oriented toward the future, and it also con- 
tained many elements rooted in the past, in the bad past 
of the Democratic Party. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] What is changing 
at present within the coalition systems? 


[Geremek] Current announcements, including those 
made at the roundtable, warrant assuming that a new 
political alignment will be formed between the ruling 
party and its two allied parties [United Peasant Party 
and Democratic Party]. Should such an alignment arise, 
the PZPR will not have a majority in the Parliament and 
will depend on the consent of its two partners to achieve 
majority... then these partners will gain in political 
influence and will become genuinely political partners. 
But will they? All this depends on whether they consol- 
idate their own identity. As far as the Democratic Party 
is concerned, it seems to me—and | am an attentive 
observer—that in recent months such changes are taking 
place. In particular, my attention was attracted by the 
extremely bold political assumption [proclaimed by the 
Democratic Party] that building a transitional period is 
needed. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] You mean an 
interim political system? 


[Geremek] Yes. Practical consequences require a deci- 
sion, and the very concept of the transitional period 
contains a kind of political philosophy which is impor- 
tant to us, and we support it because it fits Solidarity’s 
way of thinking. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] Why is this so 
important? 
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[Geremek] Well, if we assume the discarding of the 
political totalitarian or authoritarian system, it is not 
enough to abandon it for democracy to reign. It is not 
that simple, and in this connection the future has to be 
considered by resorting to the concept of the transitional 
period. At one time peopie were talking about the Polish 
political road—well, precisely, this is the Polish road 
leading out of the authoritarian system, the road of 
abandoning that system. One need only be aware that 
this transitional period requires certain decisions and 
certain institutions which may at times be of a unique 
and temporary nature. 


Assuming that at present we are entering upon this 
transitional period, this means that we must explore 
institutions that would be temporarily of a semi- 
democratic nature and serve as prostheses for democ- 
racy, culminating in full democracy. The sole criterion 
for forming such institutions should be whether they 
open the road to full democracy. I consider this way of 
thinking to be the point of departure for building polit- 
ical programs of the future and in this respect we have a 
common language with the proposals of the Democratic 
Party. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] Do such propos- 
als as the resolution on political parties, free elections, 
and the office of the President represent institutions 
leading to democracy and suitable during the transi- 
tional period? 


[Geremek] Here again this is a semantic question of 
words lacking any political backing, and my impression 
is that such words also are uttered at the roundtable. 
Because we should begin with simple, naive questions: 
Do citizens have the right to determine the nature of the 
system of ,ociety in their country and the nature of the 
government to which the helm of the ship of state is to be 
entrusted? At present, citizens have no such right and no 
provision for it is included in any of the political projects 
known to me as formulated for the immediate future in 
the circles of the ruling coalition. 


The office of the President is a highly interesting pro- 
posal and the Democratic Party is strongly committed to 
it. But what kind of office is concerned here? Some say 
that the President should be directly elected and have 
unusually broad powers. How can we be certain that the 
Presidency will be a safeguard for continuation of the 
institutional system considering that the very nature of 
that system is not submitted to popular will? If there is a 
conflict between popular will and the nature of the 
system of society, how shall the Presidency assure con- 
tinuation of that system? It will do so only by ignoring 
popular will. This is a fundamental question, to which 
we have no answer as yet. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] What about the 
Parliament? 
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[Geremek] That is a major problem. The 40 odd years of 
existence of the present system of society compromised 
certain political traditions and a certain model of life of 
the representative institution that the Parliament should 
be. Can this be changed? That is a question that must be 
answered by the ruling coalition. A normal Parliament 
and elections require political parties. The announce- 
ment of the decree on political parties also does not say 
anything, because it can provide safeguards only for the 
already existing parties and political forces grouped in 
the coalition based on the PZPR. To public opinion this 
is of little interest, I think. Is the freedom of forming 
political parties possible at present? This question has 
never yet been answered affirmatively by anyone in the 
ruling circles. And since that is so, the question of the 
elections themselves remains open. Election should be 
either democratic or none at all. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY}] How to interpret 
General Kiszczak’s declaration that the coming elections 
should not be confrontational? 


{Geremek] Translating this formula into the language of 
political prose, this means that, prior to the commence- 
ment of the roundtable talks the sociopolitical forces 
bound themselves by a certain contract. Independent 
trade unions and Farmers Solidarity will be restored, and 
let us hope so will be the NZS [Independent Association 
of University Students], because all the contracting par- 
ties will effectively act to curtail conflicts and tensions as 
well as to promote economic reforms and democratiza- 
tion. A factor in reducing conflicts and creating mecha- 
nisms for their resolution is an agreement concerning the 
coming elections, a one-time agreement presaging that 
the elections will be democratic. At present, as we are 
beginning the transitional period, in taking a decision 
concerning the coming elections we shall try to prevent 
them from being confrontational, to avert the threat of a 
conflict or even a civil war. We shall jointly consider this 
matter, but it is an unusually difficult one. In our 
preparatory work we have had the feeling that we are 
trying to square the circle. We agree that there should be 
no confrontations but we, the Solidarity side, cannot 
agree for the elections to be in the old style, from one list 
and based on one program. 


They have to be elections fulfilling two most elementary 
democratic principles. This means that candidates for 
parliamentary deputies should be freely nominated and 
freely elected. Only thus can representatives of the 
Oppositionist groupings enter the Parliament; only thus 
can they be elected. They cannot enter the Parliament if 
the principle followed is that of redistributing the 
nomenklatura, privileges, and nominations. We shall 
jointly consider this matter. | am deeply convinced that 
we must find a solution acceptable to both sides. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] Are we, the pub- 
lic, prepared for such elections? After all, consider the 
perpetuated bad habits and stereotypes. If we are to elect 
persons and programs in whom and in which we believe, 
everything has to be totally different from the outset. 
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[Geremek] Yes, a new beginning has to be made, because 
this is a situation unprecedented in history. In 1919 
there were the first elections after 123 years of absence of 
Polish independence, but at that time everyone knew 
what to do. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY}] The date of the 
coming elections is still unknown. 


[Geremek] We are not concerned about having them 
immediately. What matters is that they should be more 
democratic than all the postwar elections in Poland, and 
that they open the road to fully democratic elections. 
The more democratic the elections are, the better will the 
new institution of the Parliament exercise the function of 
a mechanism for relieving social conflicts, and the stron- 
ger it will be. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] Assuming good- 
will on the part of everyone and the goal of a gradual full 
democratization, Profesor, sir, do you think that this 
transitional period will last for many years? 


[Geremek] It is said that transitional periods are the 
longest, but I hope that this will not be so. It is important 
for a timetable of the changes, a timetable of expecta- 
tions and their fulfillment, to be drafted during the 
roundtable talks. In our economic situation the principal 
problem is to halt the decline of the economy and the 
inflation. This is a short time frame—2 or 3 years—but 
it should be followed by far-reaching institutional 
reforms. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] Such a schedule 
would make possible social control of what has alrcady 
will be accomplished, what is being accomplished, and 
what is to be accomplished in the immediate future. 


[Geremek] It is unusually important for public opinion 
to know the issues concerned and the timetable for them, 
because then it can feel that it shares the responsibility 
for the obligations assumed. I suppose that this 2- 
or-3-year period is that transitional period during which 
freedoms and reforms will only begin to be formed. The 
contract to be concluded by the roundtable should con- 
cern that period, and 1t should be based on a rigorous 
timetable specifying the time when judges will be 
appointed not by the state authorities but by indepen- 
dent institutions, the time when the third, independent, 
television channel will be introduced, the time when 
daily newspapers will become independent, as indepen- 
dent opinion-shaping sources, etc. The timetable should 
specify the pertinent dates. It should also provide for 
changes in the central government. This is how I per- 
ceive the nature of the transitional period. 


[TYGODNIK DEMOKRATYCZNY] Thank you for 
the interview. 
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Order Establishes Principles for Self-Governing 
Student Groups 

26000374 Warsaw DZIENNIK USTAW in Polish 
No 37, 21 Nov 88 Item 291 p 570 


[Order No 291 of the Ministry of National Education 
dated 3 November 1988 governing the establishment 
and function of student self-government bodies] 


[Text] Pursuant to Article 120, Paragraph 3, Point 1, of 
the Decree of 4 May 1982 on Higher Education (DZ.U., 
No 42, Item 201; and 1987, No 22, Item 128), the 
following is hereby ordered: 


Paragraph |.1. Higher-school students establish student self- 
government regardless of their organizational affiliation. 


1.2. Participation in student self-government within stu- 
dent dormitories and academic housing projects is also 
open to students attending other higher schools who 
happen to be residents of these dormitories or projects. 


Paragraph 2. Student self-government operates within 
the limitsdefined by the Decree of 4 May 1982 on Higher 
Education (DZ. U., 1985, No 42, Item 201; and 1987, 
No 22, Item 128), the regulations implementing said 
Decree, and the statute of the higher school. 


Paragraph 3. Student self-government operates on the 
campus of the higher school. 


Paragraph 4.1. Student self-government operates 


through its elected bodies. 
4.2. The bodies of student self-government are: 
1) the campuswide student self-government; 


2) departmental (or institute, at nondepartmental 
institutes) student self-government; 


3) student-group self-government; 
4) dormitory student self-government. 


4.3. Other self-government student bodies, insofar as 
they are specified in the pertinent regulations of the 
higher school, also may operate at the higher school. 


4.4. The appellations of student self-government bodies 
are defined by the pertinent regulations of the higher 
school. 


Paragraph 5. Peer courts of the first instance along with 
a peer court of appeals operate as part of student 
self-government at the higher school. 
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Paragraph 6. |. Student self-government bodies share the 
responsibility, within the scope of their competences, for 
the accomplishment of the purposes of the higher school 
as regards the instructional-upbringing process and the 
social problems of students and student life. 


6.2. The principles and procedures for implementing ihe 
provisions of Section | above are jointly determined by 
the rector of the higher school and the campuswide 
student self-government. 


Paragraph 7. In carrying out their activities the student 
self-government bodies cooperate with the political. 
social, and youth organizations active at the higher 
school, on the basis of principles agreed upon with these 
organizations. 


Paragraph 8. |. Detailed guidelines for the activities of 
student self-government and the procedure for forming 
its bodies are specified in student self-government regu- 
lations determined by the campus-wide student self- 
government at the higher school. 


8.2. Student self-government regulations should be con- 
sonant with the law. 


8.3. Student self-government regulations become effec- 
tive once they are confirmed by the rector of the higher 
school. 


Paragraph 9. Until student self-government regulations 
become effective as per the procedure specified in Para- 
graph 8, student self-government bodies operate on the 
basis of previous regulations, with allowance for changes 
ensuing from this Order. These bodies shall continue to 
operate until new bodies are formed pursuant to the 
regulations specified in Paragraph 8. 


Paragraph 10. The Order of | October 1985 of the 
Minister of Science and Higher Education concerning 
the establishment and function of student self-govern- 
ment (DZ. U., No 46, Item 230) ceases to be effective. 


Paragraph | 1. This Order is effective as of the day of its 
publication and applies since | October 1988. 


Minister of National Education: J. Fisiak 


Scoutmaster Outlines Scouting Controversy, 
Internal Changes 

26000412 Warsaw PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY in 
Polish No 13, 26 Mar 89 p 8 


[Interview with Wieslaw Maslanka, scoutmaster, by 
Daniel Woytowicz: ““A Hundred Flowers’; date and 
place not given] 


[Text] 


[PRZEGLAD TYGOPNIOWY] Scouting has suddenly 
found itself in the center of politics. It is one of the 


POLITICAL 


disputed issues at the roundtable: some speak of its 
division. 


[Maslanka] | think that scouting will remain one. The 
final decisions of the working group on young people 
also point in this direction. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] The problem was put 
aside. But it remains in life. Our editors have been told 
about the formation of a new union by a group of 
scouting instructors. 


[Maslanka] These divisions are not new. Groups describ- 
ing themselves as independent have operated in scout- 
ing, even within the Polish Scout Union. for many years. 
No ong has bothered them. And that is how it should 
remain: scouting one, but not uniform. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] The question — is 
whether that is actually possible. There are reasons why 
some instructors, in spite of the freedom of action thes 
had. as you claim. decided to get out of the Polish Scout 
Union. Are political reasons the sole ones? 


{Maslanka} This is not in every case a problem of 
children and young people. That is a problem for adults. 
In my opinion, the point is largely one of authority. of 
participation in the direction of the union by represen- 
tatives of groups who until now have been deprived of 
their representation in the authorities. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] Precisely. We both are 
aware that this has not happened by accident. It is the 
result of a particular policy followed by the Polish Scout 
Union, and not a random result. 


[Maslanka] | think, however. that now we are making 
demons out of the existing differences within scouting. 
The opposition overly emphasizes the problem of the 
politicization of the Polish Scout Union and its bureau- 
cratization. The officers of the union, however. exces- 
sively and unnecessarily defend the status quo. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] And where do you put 
yourself? 


[Maslanka] I am the commander of a center preparing 
personnel to work with young people in secondary 
schools and at higher schools (Senior Scout School) and 
so I belong to the management personnel of the Polish 
Scout Union. | am also 2 supporter of secking what joins 
and can join ali scouts in spite of the existing differences. 
Between us. scouts, people, who have made very similar 
choices in life, there can be complete understanding. We 
can talk about everything. without predetermining the 
results in advance. In this sense. | am a man of the 
middle. 
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[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] Attachment to tre 
“fatherland” or to the “socialist fatherland”? 


[Maslanka] To the fatherland, Poland. Proposals for the 
new cath and scout law resign from closer definition of 
this question. Scouting cannot be just “Solidarity-ori- 
ented.” or “church-coriented.” or just “party-oriented.” 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] The Pol'sh Scout 
Union is accused of creating obstacles to young people's 
religious seeking. 


[Maslanka] No way. That may have been the case in the 
past, but today no, not in the 1980's. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY}] Not practice but prin- 
ciples are in question in this case. 


{Maslanka] Scouting must be above worldviews. It must 
be not so much secular (because this has been frequently 
read as being antireligious) as neutral. The principle 
musi be that in this area no one can interfere in any way 
in what the child brings from home. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] And you think that 
neutrality is possible given the ideological leadership of 
the PZPR written into the charter of the Polish Scout 
Union? 


[Maslanka] From what can be assumed now, it appears 
that the congress of the Polish Scout Union to be held at 
the end of March wil’ resign from expressing such an 
option. It should do so. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] The structures and 
mechanisms developed over the years, however, will 
remain. 


[Maslanka] | hope that they will not remain. Scouting 
did not create the forms of exercising authority which 
today are called simply Stalinism: bureaucratic, central- 
ized, politicized, and apodictic. And it is obvious to me 
today that as the state departs from Stalinism, we will 
depart from it, automatically. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] One wants to shake 
one’s head—young man... . 


[Maslanka] Structure is not everything. Scouting through 
all these years has not allowed itself, fortunately, to be 
made uniform. We have our 100 flowers. There is a real 
basis for very serious changes: it is only a question of not 
delaying them any longer, for they have been delayed 
enough already. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY}] Since this is the case. 
then perhaps those people are right who are attempting 
to start all over. outside of the Polish Scout Union. 
Perhaps that 1s the shortest. quickest road to the goal? 


POLITICAL 


{Masianka] No. Scouting is not just the Krakow or 
Warsaw elite. It is an organization of 2 million people. 
The shortest road to the goai 1s not building everything 
afresh. but making internal changes. The congress must 
make them. If it does not do this. there will be nothing to 
talk about: young people themselves will solve this 
problem, and we know how. 


[PRZEGLAD TYGODNIOWY] In your opinion, what 
iS Most important in such a ienewal? 


[Maslanka] Scouting ts a civic organization. a move- 
ment. The authorities in it then must be completely 
different than they have been until now. They cannot 
divide and rule, as has been the case until now: thes 
cannot limit freedom. The troop must decide itself what 
it wants today, how it understands the ideals of scouting. 
and how it wants to serve them. That ts scouting: 11 1s for 
the young people: and not for those “upstairs.” The 
authorities must effectively remove barriers to sponta- 
neous action by scouts and. in cases of need. provide 
them with help in finding themselves. but may not 
decide for them! I am one of the instructors of the Polish 
Scout Union who believes greatly in the sense of such 
changes. 


ROMANIA 


Summary of Vienna CSCE Conference 
2700045 Bucharest CONTEMPORANUL in 
Romanian § Feb 8Y p 16 


[Article by Marin Buhoara: “European Sccurity as a 
Multidimensional Concept" 


[Text] The conclusion of the CSCE mecting in Vienna 
gives us an Opportunity to review the peak moments and 
the results of the CSCE as a whole, its failures and its 
successes. and to reflect on the current stage. the dynam- 
ics. and the trends of the all-European process now, 
almost 20 years since its beginning. 


Thus, a short review of the CSCE process. including its 
Viennese stage. highlights a number of important refer- 
ence points that marked the road traveled to date and 
that will undoubtedly mark its future evolution. 


First and foremost. we must note the efforts made at the 
end of the 1960°s and beginning 1970's. efforts that 
prefaced and prepared tor the opening of the all-Euro- 
pean meeting. Those efforts were designed to overcome 
the major sequels of World War II and the Cold War. 
and to establish the preconditions and climate for con- 
vening the conferece and for formulating a new concept 
of European security. 


In all those areas Romania performed genuine pioneer- 
ing work and made major contributions, which won wide 
international appreciation. Romania made the building 
of a lasting system of European security and cooperation. 
a united Europe made up of diverse social systems, and 
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peace and cooperation among free and independent 
nations, without weapons and wars, into one of the 
central components of its foreign policy. Our country’s 
significant contribution to normalizing relations among 
the states on the continent and broadly promoting their 
lies. and to asserting in Europe a new way of thinking 
and a new. independent policy. based on the new prin- 
ciples of interstate relations and geared to cooperation. 
rather than the all-encompassing bloc approach vased on 
confrontation, are but a few examples along this line. 


President Nicolae Ceausescu had the merit of being the 
first head of state to formulate a new concept of Euro- 
pean security and the directions, ways, and means of 
action required to implement it. “European security.” 
the Romanian head of state said as early as in June 1970, 
“requires, in our conviction, a system of firm pledges by 
ail the states, as well as specific measures designed to 
exclude the use and threat of force in interstate relations, 
and to give all the countries full guarantees of being 
protected against any aggression: such a system must 
ensure the peaceful and free development of each nation 
in accordance with its own wishes, in a climate of mutual 
respect for national independence and sovereignty. non- 
interference in internal affairs, and full cugality of rights 
among all the states and nations.” Proceeding from the 
realities prevailing in Europe and from the priority needs 
of the European people, and based on the basic princi- 
ples of international law, the multidimensional Roma- 
nian concept of European security marked the path that 
the continent was to follow in the next decades toward a 
new identity fitting its potential and aspirations, and 
toward a united Europe, something that is today more 
important than ever. 


Similarly, our country carried out laborious, determined, 
and always principled activities and made important 
contributions to thoroughly preparing and to the holding 
of the CSCE meetings. It contributed significantly to the 
wealth of ideas, suggestions, and initiatives aimed at 
strengthening security and developing cooperation on 
the continent, to approximating and harmonizing the 
viewpoints of the 35 pearticipating states, and to pro- 
moting a democratic process of dialogue and authentic 
negotiations. 


Onc of the most important reference points for the 
evolution of the all-European meetings was the agree- 
ment on and inclusion in the “Final Recommendations 
of the Helsinki Consultations” (1973) [as published] of a 
set of democratic principles and norms for the CSCE 
proceedings—known as “rules of procedure’—that 
ensured a wholesome basis. unity, and perspective for 
the joint efforts of the 35 participating states to build a 
sysiem of security and cooperation in Europe. 


Romania’s name and its persevering and resolute activ- 
itics Were associated with the establishment and practi- 
cal observance of such principles and basic rules, which 
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affected the very essence of the all-European process. as 
were: the participation of the states as sovereign and 
independence states outside of military alliances: con- 
sensus; rotation, ctc. 


Those principles and rules became the commmon asset 
of all the participating states in their conjoint efforts to 
build security and cooperation on the continent. and the 
guarantee that the steps made along that path. at cach 
stage and cach meeting, were in keeping with the legiti- 
mate ‘nterests of all the European peoples. That is why 
all the participating states had a special responsibility to 
contribute to the consistent and precise observance of 
those principles and rules and to act with the conviction 
that no effort was too great and no intervention too 
persistent when at stake was, in the last analysis. the very 
foundation of the all-European process. 


The Helsini ‘-Geneva-Helsinki (1973-75) stage of the 
CSCE_ polit:cal-diplomatic marathon race definitely 
made history within the all-European process because of 
its exceptional outcome. the Final Act of the CSCE. 
which gathered into an even and coherent whole the 
principles governing the mutual relations among the 
participating states. the first generation of Measures to 
increase trust in Europe. and a series of measures and 
directions of action to develop economic. scicntttic- 
technical, environmental. cultural. humaniiarian. and 
other cooperation. The Helsinki Final Act—signed by 
the heads of state or government of the participating 
states on August Ist 1975—became the political-legal 
foundation for their cooperation and a veritable code of 
behavior for broadly promoting their cooperation. That 
is why, like other participating states. our country 
insisted that this important international document be 
implemented as a whole, as it was conceived and agreed 
upon. 


Events have wholy confirmed the views of our country 
which, since the adoption of the Helsinki Final Act. 
called attention to the fact that its signing by the partic- 
ipating states was only the first stage of the struggle for 
security and peace, and that people should not be given 
the impression that they could rest safely at case. 


Indeed. after the conclusion of the Helsinki CSCE mect- 
ing. the participating states did not act with the same 
perseverence and determination to implement what had 
been agreed. primarily to adopt effective measures 
that—as was envisaged in the Final Act—could “mark 
steps toward achieving. in the final analysis. general and 
complete disarmament under a strict and efficient inter- 
national control.” Precisely in the “post Helsinki era.” 
the arms race. primarily the nuclear arms race escalated 
in Europe more than ever. The same happened to the 
implementation of the measures sanctioned in other 
chapters of the Final Act. measures of a vital importance 
for the European nations, such as those concerning the 
development of economic and scientific-technical coop- 
eration among the CSCE participant states. 
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The situation became even more serious at the Belgrade 
meeting of the CSCE (1977-78) which, under the impact 
of the profoundly disturbed relations between some of 
the participating states, especially between the big pow- 
ers, and in international life altogether. did not yield 
concrete measures regarding the problems and needs of 
the continent, particularly in the area of enhancing trust 
and security and developing cooperation, but ended with 
unsatisfactory results. 


Profoundly and irreversibly attached to the all-European 
process. io whose beginning and development it had 
always actively and constructively contributed, Romania 
at that time calted attention to the fact that the manner 
in which the Belgrade CSCE meeting had proceeded and 
ended must be taken as a warning signal concerning the 
obstacles to security and peace in Europe and in the 
world, and must prompt the European nations to inten- 
sify their efforts and to give greater attention to military 
problems on the continent, by adopting resolute mea- 
sures to reduce the arms race, achieve military disen- 
gagement and disarmament in Europe, and strengthen 
peaceful cooperation. 


In the serious circumstances and tension that prevailed 
in Europe at the beginning of the 1980's, the Madrid 
meeting of the CSCE (1980-83) acquired a special impor- 
tance. The meeting was called upon to give a new 
impetus to the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act, 
with a view to resuming the process of detente. strength- 
eniny trust. security, and peace. and promoting a lasting 
cooperation among all the European countries. 


After close to 3 years of discussions, interruptions. and 
negotiations not devoid of difficulties and uncertainties, 
which required considerable efforts and a spirit of under- 
Standing and cooperation, the Madrid meeting suc- 
ceeded in hammering out the Final Document of the 
CSCE, a document sufficiently substantial and balanced 
to be viewed as a positive outcome of the joint efforts of 
the 35 participating states, to which our country made an 
active contribution through the series of propcsals it 
presented on all the chapters of the Helsinki Final Act, 
and by encouraging and supporting the laborious process 
of accommodating and harmonizing viewpoints. 


By the agreement achieved at the end of its proceedings, 
the Madrid meeing marked a momentuous point in 
European and international politics and can be viewed 
as a step forward and as the beginning of a new stage 
along the path of developing and consolidating the 
process begun in Helsinki. 


The Madrid meeting will undoubtedly go down in the 
history of the all-European process primarily as the 
CSCE stage at which the participants decided to convene 
in Stockholm the first conference on trust, security and 
disarmament in Europe in the history of the continent, 
as well as the mandate of that important forum. 





POLITICAL 


Acting in the same dynamic and constructive spirit that 
characterizes its participation in the entire all-European 
process, Romania played an important role for the 
progress of the proceedings and for the successful con- 
clusion of the Stockholm conference. For example. as a 
concrete expression of its contribution to the success of 
the conference. Romania at the beginning of the confer- 
ence presented “Romania’s Position and President 
Nicolae Ceausescu’s Views on Measures for Trust and 
Security and for Disarmament in Europe:” it introduced 
into the negotiations a series of measures promoting 
trust and security: and it initiated a dialogue on a 
package of substantial and balanced measures apt to win 
consensus and to rally systematic efforts for paving the 
road to an agreement. 


At the end of over 2 and '» years of debates. consulta- 
tions, and negotiations. the Stockholm conference (1984- 
86) arrived at the first agreement in European history 
exclusively devoted to strengthening trust and security 
on the continent, thus contributing to duly emphasizing 
the political-military dimension of the all-European pro- 
cess and relaunching efforts in behalf of disarmament 
and peace in Europe. Moreover. the conference once 
again demonstrated that where there is political will. 
appropriate agreements can be reached. Thanks to all 
that. the Stockhoim conference contributed to creating 
favorable preconditions and a propitious climate for the 
success of the Vienna stage of the CSCE. 


Opened in November 1986, the all-European meeting of 
Vienna that ended last month had every opportunity to 
proceed in favorable conditions and to end with a 
substantial and balanced document that could contrib- 
ute to increasing trust, security, and cooperation on the 
continent and could give new prospects to the relations 
among the European countries. 


Inspired by just that desire, our country came to the 
CSCE meeting in Vienna with a wide spectrum of 
constructive proposals of major interest to the European 
nations and security and to convene negotiations on 
troops and conventional arms reduction in Europe, all 
the way to practical measures to develop economic. 
scientific-technical, and cultural cooperation and coop- 
eration in the area of human rights. 


After long debates and laborious negotiations—at which 
the “CSCE Spirit” did not always prevail—the Vienna 
meeting managed to arrive at a final document. 


As was specified in our country’s Declaration on that 
occasion, the final document generally featured impor- 
tant proposals, whose implementation can contribute to 
a better understanding and cooperation among our 
nations and to strengthening trust and peace on the 
continent and throughout the world. In particular. 
Romania stressed the importance of the final document 
provisions concerning the negotiations on troops and 
conventional arms reduction. At the same time. our 
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country viewed as acceptable the final document provi- 
sions concerning the development of cooperation and 
collaboration in economic, scientific, and technological 
areas and in antipollution and environmental protection 
areas, although they could have been more binding and 
could have been more resolistely based on the stupendu- 
ous achievements of science, knowledge, and culture and 
on the level attained in the development of production 
forces. The final document of the Vienna meeting also 
contained several important p7ovisions concerning 
human rights, with which our country concurred. 


On the other hand, one notes with regret that the final 
document does not contain some of Romania’s propos- 
als on a number of basic principles of human rights and 
humanitarian issues in the form of firm pledges by the 
participating states, although they are of a vital interest 
to the nations. Instead, it does contain certain provisions 
that are not in keeping with the principles and spirit of 
the Helsink: Final Act and the realities of our times and 
that violate certain international norms and regulations 
endorsed by the participating states, provisions that can 
pave the way for interference in the internal affairs of 
other states and that hurt the socioeconomic develop- 
ment of the peoples, primarily of the less developed 
countries. 


Stating that our country assumes no pledge to implement 
the unsuitable provisions of the Final Act. to which it 
presented amendments that were rejected, Romania also 
reasserted the position that, as was specified in the text 
of the final document, all its provisions must be imple- 
mented within the constitutional framework of the inter- 
nal legislation and regulations of each country, of its 
specific traditions and conditions, and in a spirit of 
cooperation, while strictiy observing the principles gov- 
erning the mutual relations among the participatine 
countries as forumalted in the Helsinki Final Act itself. 


By issuing the 16 January Declaration and in those 
conditions joining—with the above-mentioned reserva- 
tions—the consensus required to permit the adoption of 
the Final Document of the Vienna meeting of the CSCE, 
Romania provided fresh and telling evidence of the 
special importance that it attaches to the all-European 
process and of the principled and constructive spirit that 
governs all its efforts in behalf of European security and 
cooperation and Romania’s foreign policy in general. 


Vital Role of Party in Building Socialism Stressed 
27000055 Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian 
No 24, 25 Dec 88 pp 5-9 


[Article by Professor Dr Aurelian Cosmatchi and Dr 
Aristide Cioaba: “The Party—The Vital Center of the 
Nation and of the Democratic Political System™] 


[Text] The revolutionary process of building a compre- 
hensively developed socialist society and advancing 
toward communism is, by its nature, a broad and con- 
tinuous process of historical and conscious creation. The 
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rapidity of economic, technological, political and social 
changes which characterizes this process demands more 
than ever a h‘gh capacity for theoretical analysis and an 
appropriate interpretation of reality. It requires perma- 
nent harmony between the concepts, principles. and 
forms of organizing and leading society, and the specific 
demands and conditions under which this new order is 
constructed. 


Repudiating shallow, simplistic and erroneous notions 
about socialism, the 9th Party Congress—which unfet- 
tered the enormous creative energies of the entire nation, 
thus opening a new era of profound revolutionary trans- 
formations in all areas of constructing socialism—graph- 
ically demonstrated the fact that building a new order is 
a particularly complex historic work which must encom- 
pass the will and activities of every person under the 
leadership of the revolutionary party. It is a work that is 
predicated on an appropriate revolutionary strategy and 
on the transition through objectively necessary stages of 
development and concrete, historical phases. As Com- 
rade Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out in his speech of 28 
November 1988. socialism is constructed in conditions 
that differ from country to country in conformity with 
the realities of each nation. This fact requires a sound 
understanding and proper application of general princi- 
ples, beginning with the dialectical relationship between 
the general and the particular, and with the improve- 
ment of scientific socialism’s principles in line with the 
conditions and objective exigencies of each stage of 
socioeconomic development. 


The variety of economic, sociopolitical, and historical- 
national conditions, the various levels which socialist 
countries have achieved in building the new order. and 
new realities and demands have heightened communist 
parties’ responsibilities. These parties must do more to 
develop fundamental, strategic and tactical guidelines 
and to organize and lead the activity of building and 
developing socialism. They must resolve the issues that 
arise overall and individually in the successful advance 
along the road to socialism and communism. To these 
needs, one must add the imperative to build conscious- 
ness of the new order, which excludes the option of 
allowing this process to develop spontaneously, at the 
whim of circumstance. The improvement of socialism, 
and the application of objective laws and the principles 
of self-administration, self-management, and _ self- 
financing. do not in any way imply a lessening of the 
principles and indispensable key elements of scientific 
organization and leadership in this vast and original 
process of historical creation—and this includes socialist 
ownership and planned, unitary leadership. Quite the 
contrary, these advances presuppose as an objective 
requirement, a continuous strengthening of these fac- 
tors—the party’s heightened leading role in all areas of 
constructing social'sm, as a determining factor and a 
supreme guaranty of achieving the entire program of 
revolutionary transformation. 


The observations and theses formulated by the party’s 
secretary general contain invaluable methodological 
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indications for a scientific approach to the new realities in 
our country, and for deepening the understanding of the 
major transformations which have taken place and which 
are taking place in today’s world. In their totality, these 
theses represent a priceless theoretical contribution to the 
scientific foundation of revolutionary concepts concerning 
the role and responsibility of the party in its function as the 
leading political force and vital center of all society. These 
observations and theses are invaluable in understanding 
the role of the other political, social and public organiza- 
tions, and the democratic leadership of the socioeconomic 
activity, to build and perfect a comprehensively developed 
socialist society in Romania. 


The extraordinary theoretical and practical importance 
of these issues and the need to carefully define positions 
in connection with them have become all the more 
evident recently as the theoretical debates and political 
and practical concerns in a number of socialist countries 
are centered, inter alia, on these same essential factors of 
organizing and leading socialist society. These are ques- 
tions as to the role of the party and better links between 
the institutes and organizations comprising the political 
system in order to improve their operations and, implic- 
itly, their contribution to overall societal development. 
Within this framework, we also see addressed the related 
fundamental issue of the socialist political syste which 
is that of the dialectical relationships among the party, 
the state, and the sociopublic and democratic organisms 
that make up this system. 


The theoretical theses and the political and organiza- 
tional solutions developed by our party’s secretary gen- 
eral, as well as the important clarifications made in 
connection with these matters contained in his Aprii 
Theses and his 28 November 1988 speech, bring these 
issues Clearly into view; they contribute to a deepened 
understanding of the role and function of the party, the 
state and the organs of the workers-revolutionary democ- 
racy. They point to improvements in the activities of 
these organizations in line with the powers which were 
conferred upon them within the framework of our social- 
ist society’s unitary and democratic leadership. 


Growth of the Party’s Leading Role—An Objective Law 
of Socialist Construction 


Since its formation, the Romanian Communist Party has 
assumed the responsibility for leading the entire nation 
in the struggle for social and national liberation, and 
toward a life of dignity and freedom. “In the long history 
of the Romanian people,’ Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
stressed in his 28 November speech, “the communist 
party was the only party which placed the general inter- 
ests of the working class and of the nation above all else. 
At great sacrifice, it led the working class and all the 
other progressive and democratic forces—the entire 
nation—in carrying Out the revolution of national and 
social liberation and then, the socialist revolution, in 
building a multilaterally developed socialist society.” 


POLITICAL 


Through the party’s revolutionary, theoretical and prac- 
tical activity, and under its direct leadership, step by step 
we organized our economy and other sectors on a social- 
ist basis. We built a socialist political superstructure, a 
workers-revolutionary democratic state and our demo- 
cratic system. We formed and raised the level of the 
masses’ socialist consciousness. We improved our pco- 
ple’s living and working conditions and, in a relatively 
short period of time, saw our country pass through a 
number of historic stages. It changed from an underde- 
veloped country to an industrial-agricultural country in 
full development and it will, during this 5-year plan. 
achieve a new advanced stage, that of a moderately 
developed socialist country. During this process and 
particularly after the 9th Congress, the party itself under- 
went continuous development; it strengthened and 
improved, and it achieved its exalted role of political 
leader. The synthesized character of the party and its role 
as vital center of the entire nation demonstrate both its 
historical and sociopolitical legitimacy as well as the 
critical fact that the party represents the decisive factor 
in organizing and leading the entire work of building and 
developing our socialist society. 


Identifying the guidelines and directions for perfecting 
the work to construct socialism and communism pre- 
sumes a permanent balance of the economic and politi- 
cal structures in each country. Such harmony is demon- 
strated in the fact that the party is the fundamental 
political force which organizes and permanently leads 
the process of socioeconomic development from within 
society's organisms. I1 is active in all domains of social 
life and it mobilizes and draws around it all the nation’s 
social and political forces. Through the role and multiple 
functions which it carries out within society—leading, 
organizing, theorizing, planning, mobilizing and educat- 
ing—the party is ever more powerfully affirmed as the 
vital center of the nation. It ensures both the harmonious 
functioning of all society’s sectors and the general orien- 
tation of all citizens’ activities—describing in bold relief 
their new horizons. 


The entire experience of the party’s revolutionary strug- 
gle and political leadership powerfully demonstrates the 
fact that the its leading role cannot and should not be 
achieved from afar, but only through the direct involve- 
ment of its members, beginning with the basic cadre. and 
their leadership work in every sphere of activity. Estab- 
lishing strategies and general political lines. political- 
educational work, forming and promoting cadre, and 
supervising all socioeconomic activity cannot, in them- 
selves, ensure successful attainment of the party’s lead- 
ing role. That requires the organic correlation of direct 
involvement in the front lines by communists and by the 
party organs and organizations in activities dedicated to 
achieving the objectives and directives of the Party 
Program. This is true in all domains of socialist construc- 
tion, from the economic—which is and will remain 
decisive for our socialist society’s general progress—to 
the cultural and educational, to the formation of 
advanced, revolutionary consciousness. 
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Consequent!y, party work—as a specific form of political 
activity in the general division labor, the task of organiz- 
ing and leading under the conditions in our society— 
cannot be separated from that of effective leadership of 
the work to implement the party’s decisions and the 
country’s laws. Indeed, they must be harmoniously com- 
bined. Acting in this direction, our party has adopted, 
particularly in the last two decades, a series of measures 
designed to ensure the direct involvement of the party 
activists—of the basic cadre—in implementing its pro- 
gram in all areas of activity. It sees this as an objective 
requirement and an expression of the party accepting 
responsibility to achieve its historic and revolutionary 
mission to unite, to mobilize, and to lead all the nation 
on the road to building socialism and communism. 


The experience of direct party involvement in leading 
state, economic, scientific and social organizations dem- 
onstrates the correctness of this way of executing the role 
of political leader. At the same time, this involvement 
has generated powerful bonds between the party and all 
sectors of social life, and all masses of workers. It has 
enhanced the party’s role in step with the new realities of 
the continuity of the revolutionary process. 


The manifestation of the communist party as the leading 
political force in our society and its ever increasing role 
represent, as a result, an objective requirement being the 
product of social determinism under socialism. Essen- 
tially, this determinism is found in a change in the 
balance between the spontaneous and the conscious, in 
favor of the latter. This presupposes the attentive study 
and the most exact understanding of the demands 
implicit in the laws of social development. It means 
understanding historical necessity. It implies the formu- 
lation of general development objectives in conformity 
with the imperatives which devolve from these laws, 
their conscientious application in practice, and the 
review and removal whenever necessary, of certain 
forms and methods of action which no longer correspond 
to the new realities or to new objective demands in one 
domain or another. It presupposes the continued 
improvement of activity. Obviously, this specification of 
social dialectics under socialism confers on the leading 
political factor, complex functions and powers of contin- 
uously increased quality. At the same time, it requires 
that these functions and powers be executed from within 
society, from within its institutions and organizations, 
and be based on stimulating the energies and initiative of 
the masses and unifying them to implement the pro- 
grams and plans established for each individual stage. 


From this same perspective, once again it is clear that the 
theoretical directives and concrete methods of action of 
our party and its secretary general, Comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu, are correct. It was Comrade Ceausescu who, 
when addressing with a deep sense of responsibility 
matters related to the conscious implementation in a 
revolutionary spirit of the party’s historic mission, justly 
pointed out in his 28 November 1988 speech the nega- 
tive consequences implicit in the nonscientific thesis 
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which states that the party no longer bears direct respon- 
sibility, now and in the future, for executing the plans 
and programs of socioeconomic development and that it 
is up to the economic sectors and units to solve these 
problems however they see fit. The effective weakening 
of the party’s leading role as a result of eliminating. in 
one way or another, its direct control of the practical 
actions to implement plans and programs in such an 
important area as the economic arena. and under condi- 
tioas where the achievement of the tasks and objectives 
of socialist construction’s new stages objectively neces- 
sitate an increased role for the political factor—and not 
just in socialism, but in all forms of contemporary 
society—is nothing more than an activity which can only 
endanger the work of socialist construction and bring 
into question the existence and need for the party. It will 
in fact lead to its weakening and elimination. 


Social development dialectics have proven that an objec- 
tive law does not cease to function so long as social 
realities maintain or even strengthen the conditions 
which generated it. This is true whether men become 
aware of the fact that the law is in operation and use it in 
the interest of accelerating progress or whether they 
ignore it, in which case the law applies itself spontane- 
ously, as a function of its own existence. The special 
feature of socialism is exactly the need to understand and 
creatively apply the objective laws. The communist 
party, because it is the leading political force. has a vital 
role in meeting this demand. The failure of the party to 
fulfill its role or to strengthen its leadership in all 
domains of activity may create a political void which, 
because of the need for an increased role for the political 
factor, must be filled by other forces—including ones 
that are not revolutionary. This leads to a spontaneous 
and uncontrolled implementation of these objective 
laws, and the party’s loss of its revolutionary character. 
This has grave consequences for the continuity of the 
process to build a new order. 


“If the party does not assume the responsibility for 
implementing its program to build socialism and com- 
munism,”” Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out. 
‘then the question becomes what is the role of the party 
and is it necessary any longer? The space vacated by the 
party will create a void in political and social life which 
will, without a doubt, be filled by other political forces. 
NO! The party cannot renounce its role as a leading 
political force in constructing socialism. It cannot share 
and even more it cannot yield its role to anyone, without 
disappearing sooner or later.” 


The Dialectical Relationships Among the Party, the 
State, and the New Democratic Organisms 


In light of the current and future demands in fulfilling 
the party’s historic mission, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
emphasizes the overwhelming need to move decisively 
against any liquidationist tendencies and any weakening 
of the party role. He notes we must strengthen political. 
ideological and organizational unity, and the party’s role 
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in all society. This presupposes an ongoing process to 
discover and improve ways to fulfill the party’s leading 
role. It always requires a correct and updated under- 
standing of the party’s place in society and of its rela- 
tionship to the other components of the unitary system 
of our socialist democracy, particulaily with the socialist 
State. 


Beginning with the truism that policy and political 
relationships in socialism have their objective determi- 
nants, Comirade Nicolae Ceausescu clarifies new aspects 
which appear in the dialectics of relationships among the 
party, the state, and the organizations of the workers- 
revolutionary democracy. He points out measures for 
improvement demanded by the execution of political 
activities in conformity with the realities of present and 
future conditions. These demand simultaneous growth 
in the role of each of the political system’s components 
in organizing and leading socioeconomic life. 


In this regard, the specific conditions for gaining, orga- 
nizing and exercising the political power of the working 
class and of the entire nation have particular impor- 
tance. So too does the experience gained in ihe process of 
building the new order, being an axiomatic truism that in 
this regard, as in others, there cannot be a “single model” 
with overall general applicability. Being extremely com- 
plex relationships, the links among the party, the state 
and organs of the workers-revolutionary democracy can- 
not invariably take on the same form and they cannot 
everywhere follow one and the same course of action. 
Instead they know different forms and modalities from 
one country to another and from one stage to another, 
closely bound to the specific tasks of the revolutionary 
process and to the maturation of objective and subjec- 
tive conditions in the continuity of this process. 


As a sociopolitical .ystem, socialism reaches it full 
potential only by always considering the interdepen- 
dence between the demands, general laws and specific 
historic objective conditions and by the continuous 
improvement and self-improvement of all its aspects. 
This truism 1s powerfully illustrated by the experience of 
building socialism in our country, especially after the 9th 
Party Congress. This Congress developed a comprehen- 
sive concept concerning the creation and continuous 
improvement of a workers-revolutionary democracy and 
the establishment of relationships between the party, the 
State and the other structures of the political system, 
based on a new and coherent, scientifically-driven theo- 
retical and political-organizational foundation. 


In the process of socialist revolution and construction 
under the leadership of the communist party, the will of 
the working people and of the entire nation was crystal- 
lized in the relationships of power through the interme- 
diary of the socialist state. The state plays an essential 
role in organizing and leading the activity of carrying out 
party policy as an expression of the fundamental inter- 
ests of working people and of our socialist nation. This 
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process of organizing and exercising the people's politt- 
cal power carried out under the initiative and supervi- 
sion of the party as one of the essential elements of 
socialist revolution and construction, has been accom- 
plished and is being accomplished in close step with the 
conditions and concrete-historical elements in each 
country. 


Naturally, in this area there can be both similarities and 
differences from one country to another, the similarities 
essentially being in the common content and goals of 
new political power. At the same time. the form and 
different mechanisms of functioning which embrace at a 
given moment the party-state-democratic and popular 
organisms relationship are constantly improving. This is 
not due to some rigid separation of the areas which each 
organism separately attends to, but to a deepening and 
better clarification of the various functions and by 
improving each element’s methods for performing them. 
Thus there is particular importance in the explanation 
contained in the April Theses and in the 28 November 
1988 speech concerning the conclusion that one of the 
fundamental issues in perfecting the organization and 
direction of socioeconomic activ ily is to increase the role 
and achieve full use of the powers of each component of 
the planning and leadership mechanism of the workers- 
revolutionary democracy. It was in this light that Com- 
rade Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out, “The heightened 
responsibilities of the state organs, those of the workers- 
revolutionary democracy, and of the workers’ collectives 
do not conflict with a strengthening of the party's leading 
role. They do not mean a weakening of the party's 
leading role. Quite the contrary, the very development of 
democracy demands as an objective necessity the inten- 
sification of party activity, and an increase in the respon- 
sibilities of party cadre, of the activists and communists 
in all areas, to ensure the better functioning of these 
organs.” 


Establishing the role and place of the party and state in 
our society and in the socialist society in general is 
particularly important. This is not simply for theoretical 
reasons but indeed more importantly, from a practical 
and revolutionary point of view. Some violations of the 
principles of socialism which occurred in the first stage 
of the revolution were caused by. among other reasons. 
an insufficient clarification of matters concerning the 
complex relationships between the two fundamental 
political institutions in our society, of their methods and 
forms of activity, and in the functions they were called 
upon to perform in the process of building the new order. 


The scientific solution of these questions in the context 
of our socialist society by the party secretary general. 
Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, was based. and continues 
to be based on the identification of logical. objective 
demands. The workings of these demands can never be 
ignored and find their expression in the development of 
new concepts and principles and in the creation of new 
organisms and functional mechanisms. These confer 
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originality and efficiency on the workers-revolutionary 
democratic sysiem, unitary and unique in its own way, 
which was created in Romania in the years following the 
9th Congress. 


In the concept of our party’s secretary general, the ever 
increasing role of the state in the unitary leadership of all 
socioeconomic activity, the development of the workers- 
revolutionary democracy indissolubly linked to this pro- 
cess. and the proper functioning of self-management 
Organisms could not take place except with the party 
exercising its leadership role in all sectors of social life 
and in the entire political system. 


Being the party of government, our party bears complete 
responsibility for the harmonious functioning of all areas 
of activity, of the entire political system and thus of 
every structure which is a part of this system. It does not 
function apart or away from society, alongside the organs 
which direct society, formulating only general directives 
for their activity. Instead it is organically integrated in 
the activities of these respective organs ensuring and 
stimulating the fulfillment by each element of its own 
role and responsibilities in the management of the whole 
of social and economic life. It has the role of organizer 
and energizer of all sectors of activity. 


Of course, just as it is in the social division of labor, each 
sector of activity carries out certain functions which 
respond to identified demands and needs. Furthermore, 
in the composition of society and of its political system, 
each component of the svstem for managing social life 
has its own role and responsibilities. In this regard, 
particularly important roles are reserved for the socialist 
state—-its central and local organs for state power and 
administration—for the new democratic organizations, 
and for the bodies of collective leadership in enterprises 
and institutes. However, it is above all the party which 
bears the responsibility-—because it 1s the leading polit- 
ical force of all society—for the manner in which each 
sector fulfills the responsibilities assigned to it. 


In keeping with the principles for directing socioeco- 
nomic activities and for the organization and function- 
ing of our political system, the party’s leading role in all 
areas cf socialist construction does not in any way 
replace state organs or diminish their activity and 
responsibility to the laws and the people, as well as to the 
party. Both the party and the state have their own 
organizational structures; they carry out their social 
functions through specific ways, means and methods 
while at the same time they complement one another in 
the unified process of leading the country. The issue of 
party-state relationships should not be framed in terms 
that establish a hierarchy or rigid framework or define 
exclusive domains of activity for each separately. On the 
contrary, the fundamental principle which must guide 
overall activity is based, on the one hand, on the fact the 
party has the leading political role, including in matters 
regarding the organization of the state and its activities 
and, on the other hand, the fact that the state and its 
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Organs cannot be replaced by the party or by party 
organs. Instead, by virtue of their roles, the party organs 
are called upon to do all that is possible to strengthen the 
state’s role—in harmony with objective social laws—and 
for the better functioning of state organs at all levels. 


The dialectical relationship between the party and state 
springs from—-and cannot be understood correctly with- 
out taking into account—the distinct roles and functions 
of each—a specialization which makes it impossible for 
one to replace the other. The party leadership of society 
and the state, and the state leadership of all activities to 
implement the general political objectives formulated by 
the party, are links in a united leadership process which 
is interconnected and develops only together, reflecting 
the fundamental content of political power in socialism. 


Ti. reality under which the party represents the leading 
political force in all areas of activity does not in any way 
imply that the party should assume all forms of activity 
required for society's leadership. This leadership can be 
achieved only through the entire political system. The 
party's leading role envisions, first of all, determining the 
sense and direction of our socicty’s development, formu- 
lating relevant general principles and promoting the 
nation’s fundamental interests. This determination obvi- 
ously cannot be achieved in the absence of scientific 
concepts regarding the world and life, and without a 
rigorous methodology for research and interpretation of 
the trends which appear in domestic and international 
socioeconomic development. In this light, Comrade Nico- 
lae Ceausescu in his 28 November 1988 speech called on 
the party cadre, all communists and the working masses to 
continue to study and to continuously train for their 
professional, technical, scientific or other job specialty. 
They must become intimately familiar with the party’s 
revolutionary concept. with dialectical and_ historical 
materialism, and with the principles of scientific socialism. 
This is essential because today more than ever before we 
cannot ensure good leadership without understanding the 
changes which have taken place in society and in the world 
and in the development of production forces, science, 
culture and general knowledge. 


As the leading political force, the party develops revolu- 
tionary strategy and tactics. it is involved in the aptly 
named revolutionary transformations of society and in 
the activity to raise society to new levels of progress and 
civilization. The party permanently works to improve 
the state’s activities and its organizational structures. 
This work is aimed at enhancing the state’s capacity and 
its role as a decisive factor in ensuring united and 
planned leadership of all socioeconomic activity, social 
order and discipline, and respect for the country’s laws 
by all members of society. 


Because the general political line, the objectives and the 
demands of a given period, must be accepted and 
approved by the entire nation, and so that they can be 
firmly applied in practice, they must be presented in the 














JPRS-EER-89-048 
1 May 1989 


form of laws and general norms—obligatory for all 
citizens without exception. The state’s role in this regard. 
as in others. is not transferable. The objectives of general 
socioeconomic development become. through the exer- 
cise of the role and function of the state. an integral part 
of the unified. national plan. They are compiled into 
binding directives regarding social relations through the 
vehicle of judicial norms and laws—an expression of the 
sovercign will of the people. the holder of all power in 
our society of the workers-revolutionary democratic 
state. 


The dialectics of party-state relationships take on. thus. 
the dynamics of the interaction of the two fundamental 
political institutions of socicty’s system of leadership. 
They underscore the primary responsibility of the com- 
munist party to initiate and define the general political 
line of social development, giving expression to the vital 
interests of the nation, and to see that the line is 
implemented including through the use of state power. 
The involvement of the communist party and the social- 
ist state in leading social and economic processes 1s 
achieved. thus. within the framework of an interconnec- 
tivity of party and state activities. It is on the permanent 
achievement of this interaction that. ultimately. the 
quality of social and political leadership depends. It is 
this that accounts for efficiency in direct practical plan- 
ning and the achievement of plans and programs for the 
country’s socioeconomic development. As Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out in his 28 November 1988 
speech. “The proper. dialectical interweaving of the 
party's role with the increased role and responsibilities of 
state organs and democratic, mass and public organiza- 
tions, constitutes the critical factor in strengthening our 
people’s unity and force of action, and in the party 
realizing its historic role of political leadership. of a vital 
force. of the vital center of the entire nation!” 


Predicting long term developments and forecasting the 
physiognomy of future society cannot be anything other 
than the fruit of an increased ability of our party to 
lucidly and responsibly analyze the trends present in our 
society and in the world. At the same time. as the state's 
leading political force and the most important stimulant 
of society. the party ensures the increased quality and 
efficiency of state leadership and of the state’s capacity 
to act. 


In examining the party-state relationship. one must also 
note the fact that the exercise of the party’s leading role 
in the current stage of development as well as in the 
future. cannot be reduced to simple ideological influence 
or to the individual activities of party members who hold 
positions in state organs. The communist party. by 
virtue of its character as a revolutionary party. 1s directly 
and fully engaged—as the party forged through the unity 
of its revolutionary goals and by virtue of the principles 
and norms of its internal life—in achieving established 
goals and in always ensuring that the state and its organs 
firmly act to implement the political line and thereby 
satisfy the workers’ intellectual and material needs. 


POLITICAL 
With the People and for the People 


An outdated concept concerning the role of the state. but 
one still put forth by some authors abroad. is that which 
defines the state as an “instrument” of the party. having 
the task to carry out “orders” coming from above. The 
new characteristic of our socialist state's essence. thanks 
to Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu—that of a workers-rev- 
olutionary democracy. the supreme representative of the 
owners and producers and the organizer of the entire 
nation’s common life—demonstrates that the state does 
not have to be reduced to just one of its dimensions— 
that of a technical-organi7ational apparatus whose task 
is exclusively that of exccution. Quite the contrary. 
together with the party and with the other organs of 
workers-revolutionary democracy. the state provides the 
leadership of all society. The state ts a totality of organ- 
isms through which the masses participate in leadership. 
and through which the general will of the entire nation 1s 
expressed. It is not and 1 cannot be a simple adminis- 
trator in the name of the people. or some factor which 
acts in their name under mmpulses received from outside. 
Instead it represents the people themselves. a unitied 
nation; it represents their political power. which at ever- 
cises together with the people and for the people. In this 
sense. the 28 November 1988 speech points out. “acting 
in close unity. the democratic organizations of the state 
and the new organizations of the workers-res olutionary 
democracy represent a large framework tor demonsirat- 
ing the people's will. unique in its own right. and one 
which ensures that all that takes place in our country 1s 
done with the people and tor the people. so that the 
people can participate and consciously decide their own 
destiny.” 


The broad view of our party's secretary general regarding 
the state graphically illustrates that the relationship 
between the party and state cannot be one of a hierarchy 
in which the state 1s subordinate to the party. Party 
leadership of the state does not indicate a subordinate 
relationship of inferior to superior. but different planes 
in constituling and executing political power and differ- 
ent grades of generality. In this sense one could make an 
analogy with the party leadership of society. which 1s not 
a question of subordination. The party is the vital center 
of society. its consciousness. through which society 
becomes aware of itself. of its objective movement. and 
of the power which it holds. Similarly one can say that 
the party is. for the socialist state. its consciousness. the 
guiding light and energy in the leading. organizing and 
proper functioning of society. 


On the other hand. we must point out that strengthening 
the state’s role—a determinant objective of the growth in 
complexity 2nd the broadening of socio-economic devel- 
opment and of new realities and demands—does not in 
any way mean an amplification or a broadening of its 
administrative and functional apparatus. with attendant 
heightened bureaucratic methods of management. Just 
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the opposite, it implies the climination of all manifesta- 
tions of the bureaucratic mentality. and it most defi- 
nitely means a significant increase in the style of work. in 
the functioning of the state’s mechanisms. in the capac- 
ity. operability and efficiency of the state’s organs in 
fulfilling its tasks and exccuting its attributes. 


Acting to carry out their roles and functions through 
their own modalities, the socialist party and state com- 
plement and condition one another. Strengthening the 
party's role as the leading political force in all sectors of 
activity does not have the consequence of diminishing 
the role of the socialist state as the unitary organ for 
leading the people's activity of constructing socialism 
and communism. The party's role of the leading political 
force presupposes. as an intrinsic clement. never-ending 
activity to increase the responsibility of state organs and 
of the democratic organisms of leadership. It is the 
party's task to ensure an increased role for the state. and 
to improve its activities and those of all democratic 
Organisms. as a necessary condition for better fulfilling 
its own role of political leadership. 


The complementary nature of activities carried out by 
the party and state ts reflected in the creation of dual-role 
organs—those of party and state—an expression of the 
close interweaving in the functions of the two fundamen- 
tal political institutions of our political system. The 
creation of these organs 1s required by the need to 
concentrate into a simultaneous activity the two kinds of 
actions in arcas of greatest importance for developing 
and organizing the practical execution of general policies 
for constructing socialism without melding the roles or 
losing each one’s own functions and responsibilities. The 
essential elements of social leadership activity. among 
which are forecasting and planning. organizing and 
supervising. and the socialist education of the masses— 
elements whose foundation and exercising require party 
and state joint activity—thus became the functions of 
certain party-state organisms. The experience gained in 
our country through the functioning of these dual-role 
Organizations in the almost two decades since their 
founding has demonstrated the originality and the via- 
bility of the solutions adopted for a better delineation. 
and intertwining at the same time. of party and state 
roles and functions. Referring to this aspect. Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out. “Without a doubt. in the 
future we will witness an ever closer intertwining of the 
activities of the party. state and other social organisms. 
this being a logical process of socialist and communist 
development.” 


Expressing a new. specific modality for involving the 
communist party in the leadership of state activities as a 
function of its role as the government party, in addition 
to the dual role organisms. we have promoted specific 
forms for the party cadre to assume direct responsibility 
for leading and completing the tasks in various sectors of 
acuvitly. It was to this end that measures were adopted 
for party leaders to hold dual positions in’ various 
domains—trom the local to the national level—ot state 
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activities, forms required by the real. objective demands 
of executing their political leadership role and improving 
the functional mechanism of the political system. In this 
manner, party cadre and communists who carry out 
tasks in state organizations. in socioeconomic units and 
in democratic leadership organisms have the duty to 
ensure the proper functioning of their respective entities. 
They are fully responsible to the party and to the people 
for the caemplary performance of their missions. 


The dialectical relationships between party and state as 
definitive structural relationships for the configuration 
and functioning mechanism of the socialist political 
system correlate, in the process of exercising the specific 
roles of the two basic components of the political super- 
structure, to the existence of a dense and diversified 
network of social and public organizations and workers’ 
self-management organisms. These ensure the direct 
participation of workers in leading the socioeconomic 
life of the socialist state. The normal functioning of the 
leadership system for social life is also dependent on the 
nature and complexity of relationships between the state 
and these organisms. 


As a function of tts leading role in the political sx stem 
and in socialist society oserall, the communist parts is 
permanently concerned with optimizing the relation- 
ships between the state and the organisms of the work- 
ers-revolutionary democracy. It thus ensures the firm 
implementation of fundamental principles which pre- 
side over the composition and improvement of our 
democratic system. These principles include the building 
of socialism with the people and for the people and the 
harmonious union of central leadership on the basis of a 
unitary national plan for socioeconomic development. 
Here much initiative is allowed and responsibility is 
given io self-management organisms in the spirit of the 
appropriate application of democratic centralism. 


The interweaving and close interaction among state 
activities. those of the party and those of public organi- 
zations, represent both on the theoretical and practical 
levels. a new and original experience. Tt has profound 
immediate and long-term significance for the affirma- 
tion of the workers-revolutionary democracy 1n excreis- 
ing unitary leadership in socioeconomic life. The excep- 
tionally close cooperation between state organs and the 
new democratic organisms. both at the national and 
county levels. and their organic integration have. in the 
view of our party and its secretary general. Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu. meant a most vigorous affirmation 
of a new democratic system in which the people are the 
decisive factor. According to the leadership principles 
and sociopolitical practices that have been implemented 
for two decades now at the initiative of the party 
secretary general. the workers councils at enterprises and 
centrals, and the general mectings of workers are respon- 
sible—as the organs of owners. producers and end 
users—to. all the activities in their respective units and 
for efficient management of the assets under their con- 
trol. They are called upon to play a role in ensuring the 
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comprehensive development of society. At the same 
time. the state organs also have heavy responsibilities as 
they must ensure the harmonious congruence of the 
duties of workers self-management organisms al enter- 
prises and centrals with the demands of the unitary 
national plan for simultaneously developing all sectors of 
the economy, and they must achieve this without replac- 
ing those organisms. In the end, an excellent correlation 
between state and workers self-management bodies 
depends upon the harmonious blend of group interests 
with general interests, of local with national, and upon 
the elimination of bureaucratic tendencies and the con- 
tradictions and dysfunctions which still appear in the 
organization and leadership of social life. It is for this 
reason that these factors are a critical element in the 
package of measures to improve leadership activities 
which were contained in the April Theses. 


The mass and public organizations, united under party 
leadership in the Socialist Democracy and Unity Front. 
make a significant contribution to our state’s success in 
discharging its great responsibility of the united leader- 
ship of society. In the creation and functioning of the 
workers-revolutionary democracy. organic ties of close 
cooperation have been instituted between the socialist 
state and mass and public organizations. Our electoral 
system ensures the selection of deputies to the state's 
representative bodies—the Grand National Assembly 
and the people's councils—from the ranks of candidates 
belonging to all social classes and categories. These are 
representatives who are both party members and mem- 
bers of mass and public organizations including the 
Organization of Socialist Democracy and Unity. The 
principal mass and public organizations are represented 
by iaw in the composition of various state organizations 
both at the national and local levels. Similarly they are 
represented in the dual party-state organizations. The 
Froni of Socialist Democracy and Unity. as an expres- 
sion of the unity of all social and political forces and of 
all classes and social categories in our country, plays a 
particularly important role both in the process of consti- 
luting state representative organs as well as in the 
activity of fulfilling the tasks of the state to supervise 
deputies’ activities. 


Under today’s conditions which are characterized by 
increased demands for quality in socioeconomic devel- 
opment. it is critically important to improve all activities 
of social organization and leadership performed through 
the political system. This is true for each of the compo- 
nent organisms and especially so for the leading political 
force of the entire revolutionary process—the Romanian 
Communist Party. The proper delineation of the roles of 
all elements comprising the leadership system of social 
life—but in line with unified, integrated action—as well 
as the functioning of relationships among party, state. 
social and public organs, and self-management bodies in 
line with the principles and rules establishing the powers 
and attributes of each, and the tasks. methods and 
specific means for executing them, constitute one of the 
ways to improve our political system. 


POLITICAL 


Strengthening the party's leading role in all areas of 
activity—the critical factor in increasing the responsibil- 
ity of state organizations and that of the new democratic 
organisms in the task of leading society. as well as 
improving their activities—is the guaranty both for the 
implementation of the party’s general line as well as the 
harmonious operation of the entire political system. 


Respect for Party Rules Stressed 
27000052 Bucharest SCINTELA in Romanian 
| Feb 89 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Gheorghe Atanasiu: “The Norms of Social 
Life as the Norms of a Revolutionary. Party-Inspired 
Altitude”’] 


[Text] “We weren't aware of that provision....We 
thought we could implement it like that. too... Actual 
conditions did not allow us to carry it out to the letter...” 
These are some of the statements that one often hears 
not only in court, but. unexpectedly and paradoxically. 
at meetings of party bodies whose mission is to discuss 
and penalized digressions committed by party and state 
cadres. 


Unexpected and paradoxical because. as 1s known. 
knowing and strictly observing the party decisions and 
the country’s laws is an obligation for each citizen. and 
all the more so for the communists and for those 
entrusted with certain responsibilities. These acts— 
which are most important for the organization and 
running of the entire socioeconomic life—are the 
supreme expression of the interests of the entire nation 
and of all the working people. united under the party's 
leadership. for achieving the fundamental objectives of 
the new system. Within our social climate they become 
tools for implementing the party's policy of intensive 
economic development. socialist democracy. and ensur- 
ing a broad framework for asserting human freedom. 
dignity, and personality. 


Emphasizing the particular importance of the activities 
carried out in this area, RCP [Romanian Communist 
Party] Secretary General Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
stated in his speech at the great forum of our workers 
revolutionary democracy: “Especially after the Ninth 
Party Congress. in all our work to build socialism we 
proceeded from the need to legislate the entire organiza- 
tion and running of the state, the socioeconomiic lite. and 
all the sectors of activity.” Along this line, the speaker 
then stressed the need to rigorously and unflinchingly 
observe the law with a view to ensuring order. discipline. 
and democracy. consistently implementing the princi- 
ples of socialist ethics and equity. protecting socialist 
and private property. and strenginening people's sense of 
probity and responsibility. 


Naturally. the first requirement for observing the party's 
decisions and the law is to be familiar with them. This 
familiarization must go as far as gaining a profound 
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understanding of the social, political, and moral ratio- 
nale and meaning of the various provisions, thereby 
grasping both their purpose and the need for them. It is 
particularly important that the socioeconomic regula- 
tions—consisting of highly important laws and decisions 
for the development of our country—are thoroughly 
learned in their letter and spirit not only by a small group 
of experts, but by all the activists and all the working 
people. That is precisely why the party bodies and 
Organizations are dutybound to ensure—through various 
political, organizational, and educational means and 
activities—that everyone knows the party decisions and 
the law, that a revolutionary, party-inspired attitude 1s 
fostered, and that a militant spirit is developed for their 
implementation. Positive steps were taken along this line 
by the party committees of Timis, Braila, Vrancea, 
Maramures counties, and others and by municipal and 
town party committees that devoted special attention to 
the in-depth study of the party decisions and the law 
within the framework of periodical study programs for 
their party apparatus and activists. At the same time, 
these committees also discussed specific cases and situ- 
ations that occurred in their respective counties and 
localities. Similarly, due familiarization with decisions 
and laws must everywhere and effectively become one of 
the main criteria for promotion in certain positions, 
because the work of the cadres entrusted with responsi- 
ble jobs is greatly decisive for the correct implementa- 
tion of the guidelines and measures adopted and the 
party policy in general. 


Along the same line, the party bodies and organizations 
must as much as possible expand the effect of propa- 
ganda and strengthen people’s responsibility for observ- 
ing the law by involving trade union and youth organi- 
zations, students and school children, town and village 
residents, and the entire population in their activities. 


A decision or a law, once it has been enacted, is not 
facultative but absolutely binding, because it represents 
the will of the people. In view of the agreement between 
the interests of all the members of our society, this 
obligation is based on conviction and on understanding 
of the higher reasons involved and it becomes an under- 
stood need thanks to the political and educational activ- 
ities carried Out by party bodies and organizations. Thus, 
the regional socioeconomic plans are legal regulations of 
the greatest importance for the progress and prosperity 
of the country and of all the working people. All indus- 
trial, agricultural, and other activities are organized 
according to the plan provisions and other socioeco- 
nomic laws, and the implementation of these provisions 
is the cause of all the people, although it is promoted 
primarily by party bodies and organizations, who mobi- 
lize people’s energies, pool their efforts together, and are 
in the forefront of all activities. Everywhere. throughout 
the country, we find countless concrete actions that 
demonstrate the spirit of initiative, devotion, and often 
heroism of the working people in the daily struggle to 
fulfill the plan and achieve our great socioeconomic 
objectives. However, in complete opposition to this type 


POLITICAL 


of progressive attitude, we also ericounter the retrograde 
mentality of people who offer justifications instead of 
actions, formal self-criticism instead of production, and 
useless paperwork instead of useful activities. In all too 
many cases, under the lenient protection of enterprises 
Or institutions, whenever a new regulation is issued. 
certain so-called experts, instead of getting down to work 
to best implement it, hasten to find all sorts of “loop- 
holes” to circumvent it or at least partially neutralize its 
effects. It is the duty of each communist and working 
person and of public opinion in general to fight red tape 
and formality and any attempt to elude decisions and 
laws; they must resolutely uproot such antisocial men- 
talities and ensure the observance and steadfast imple- 
mentation of all the norms, thus creating a wide field of 
action for their beneficial effects. 


In order to implement the party’s decisions and the law 
it is very important that party bodies and organizations 
and collective leaderships at all levels adopt an efficient. 
dynamic, and operational working style that can produce 
the best possible measures, judiciously distribute human 
and material resources, promote progressive experi- 
ences, uncover early and resolutely eliminate shortcom- 
ings and delays, establish order and discipline, and raise 
standards of responsibility. As was strongly stressed at 
working meetings of the RCP Central Committee and at 
meetings of the Political Executive Committee of the 
RCP Central Committee, improvements in management 
and in the political-organizational activities carried out 
to fulfill the plan and programs must immediately reflect 
in the results obtained. in the elimination of lags, and in 
the regular and productive qualitative and quantitative 
fulfillment of the plan’s monthly, quarterly, and annual 
provisions. 


Along this line, party supervision and supervision by the 
working people can play a special role because. as the 
party secretary general stressed, “they are a particularly 
important factor for carrying Out smooth activities, for 
the democratization of and active participation in the 
management of al! sectors, and for the steadfast imple- 
mentation of the plan and of the socioeconomic devel- 
opment programs of our fatherland, of the entire nation, 
and of all our people.” 


Daily activities throughout the country are increasingly 
evincing a spirit of collective and individual responsibil- 
ity for the fulfillment of one’s lofty duties toward society 
and for observing our social norms. Nevertheless, there 
are still many instances of digression from and violation 
of legal provisions, whose consequences affect both 
general and individual interests. What is even more 
serious is that there are communists and leading cadres 
who ignore certain regulations concerning the organiza- 
tion of activities on the basis of self-management. self- 
administration, and self-financing, and who do not 
ensure the smooth running of the socioeconomic mech- 
anism and the complete fulfillment of certain measures. 
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Aside from their direct negative effects on the respective 
areas, such attitudes can void, through inefficiency, the 
decisions and measures adopted, and can seriously 
impair all activities. 


All party bodies and organizations must consistently 
show intransigence toward the violation of duties, legal 
provisions, norms of social coexistence, and the princi- 
ples of socialist ethics and equity. The communists and 
party and state cadres must always be present wherever 
the situation is more difficult and must offer an inspiring 
example of daily life and work and a model of obser- 
vance of the laws and decisions adopted, thus encourag- 
ing the efforts devoted to their implementation. 


POLITICAL 


In his November speech—a genuine program of work 
and struggle for the party and the people—the party 
secretary general stated: ““We must advance to the point 
where honesty, concern for the property and wealth of all 
the people, and a sense of justice become the defining 
traits of the new man, the conscious builder of the 
socialist and communist societies.” In order to achieve 
these lofty desiderata permeated by a strong revolution- 
ary and humanistic spirit, the party bodies and organi- 
zations must daily work for and consistently promote, 
through all possible organizational and political-educa- 
tional means, our social norms, whose implementation is 
itself one of the significant norms of a party-inspired, 
revolutionary attitude. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


Transportation Minister Addresses Industry 
Leaders 

23000145 East Berlin DER VERKEHR in German 
Mar 89 pp 66-68 


{Editorial report on a seminar held by the minister for 
transportation with senior cadres on 20 January 1989 in 
Berlin-Schoenefeld] 


[Excerpts] Pursuant to the Seventh SED [Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany (GDR)] CC [Central Committee] 
plenum, a seminar took place on 20 January 1989 in 
Berlin Schoenefeld. The participatents were the Minister 
for Transportation and senior cadres of this industry. A 
report on the documents of the seventh plenum was 
presented by Transportation Minister Otto Arndt, mem- 
ber of the SED CC. These documents and the draft of a 
“leadership document on the implementation of the 
1989 plan targets in the 40th year of the GDR’s estab- 
lishment and in preparation of the 12th SED Party 
Congress” furnished the basis for discussion in the 
various sessions that were led respectively by the state 
secretaries at the Ministry for Transportation and the 
deputies of the minister. 


Dr Dieter Woestenfeld, head of the transportation and 
communication departinent at the SED CC, and Karl 
Kalauch, chairman of the central board of the IG [indus- 
trial labor union] Transportation and Communication, 
were welcome guests at this event. 


It was the designated aim of the seminar to enable the 
indu.try leaders to arrive at the necessary conclusions for 
the accomplishment of the fundamental tasks and the 
1989 plan. [passage omitted] 


The GDR in Its 40th Year 


At the beginning of his report, the minister pointed out 
the fact that the address by Comrade Erich Honecker, 
SED CC general secretary, at the Seventh SED Plenum 
had clearly indicated that the convocation of the Twelth 
SED Party Congress marked the beginning of a period of 
Outstanding political activism and energy, when the 
people’s creative forces will be effectively mobilized and 
developed for the further successful organization of the 
developed socialist society in the GDR. On the basis of 
the seventh plenum documents, the celebratory address 
by the SED CC general secretary on the occasion of the 
70th anniversary of the Communist Party of Germany 
on 29 December 1988, the reports published on Erich 
Honecker’s meeting with the secetariat of the FDJ cen- 
tral council on 22 December 1988 as well as the decision 
adopted by the FDGB federal council of 12 December 
1988 on the organization of the socialist competition on 
the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the GDR, it will 
be imperative to plausibly and persuasively demonstrate 
the superiority of the socialist system, its values, benefits 
and achievements. 


ECONOMIC 31 


By its readiness for dialogue and cooperation, the GDR 
resolutely champions the final banishment of the threat 
of war. In this connection the speaker stressed Erich 
Honecker’s immense personal contribution to this pol- 
icy, a contribution that has the full agreement of all GDR 
citizens and meets with approval all over the world. 


Realization of the IFN [as published] Treaty between the 
USSR and the U.S.A. initiated the abolition and destruc- 
tion of an entire weapons class. Mikhail Gorbachev's 
address of 7 December 1988 to the General Assembly of 
the United Nations Organization on the Soviet Union’s 
far reaching initiatives on conventional disarmament 
and the reinforcement of international security merits 
the term “historical.” The discernible change in interna- 
tional relations does not, though, mean that ideological 
disputations between the social systems should cease. It 
is therefore the responsibility and task of all senior 
cadres to patiently and persuasively explain to the work- 
ing people the policy of our party and government. 


In view of the municipal elections to be held in May of 
this year, it is imperative to conduct extensive discus- 
sions with the working people of the transportation 
system and to demonstrate the magnificent achieve- 
ments with respect to the GDR’s political, economic, 
social and intellectual-cultural development. The leading 
role of the party of the working class, the sound confi- 
dential relationship between the party and the people, 
the power of the working class and its policy of alliances, 
socialist ownership conditions and the unity of economic 
and social policy have been proven the decisive factors 
for the development and future organization of the 
socialist society in the GDR. It is vitally important to 
convey to the working people of the transportation 
system a persuasive image of the emergence and growth 
of the GDR as a stable and socialist state at the heart of 
Europe; a state that can boast steady economic growth, 
efficient science, an exemplary education system, com- 
prehensive socialist democracy, the successful develop- 
ment of a socialist and national culture, and that also has 
available an efficient transportation system that properly 
handles its function as a factor in the proportionality and 
growth of the national economy as well as its role in the 
social life of the GDR. It is up to all leaders to conduct 
the discussion with the collectives in the meaning of an 
increasing and deepening comprehension of the basic 
issues of our domestic and foreign policy in the present 
circumstances. It will be one of the most important 
challenges for all senior cadres to involve in the accom- 
plishment of transportation tasks the 87,000 young peo- 
ple employed in the transportation system and to com- 
prehensively raise the standard of politico-ideological 
werk. 


Tasks Require a Higher Standard of Political and State 
Leadership 


Minister Arndt next evaluated the performance of the 
working people of the transportation system in 1988. He 
noted that the strategic lines of development set by the 
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transportation conception had again turned out to be 
timely and achievable in the past year (see also the 
exclusive interview with Minister Otto Arndt, published 
in DDR-VERKEHR, No 1/1989). With a view to the 
1989 plan, he said that the targets described in the 
Politburo report, given to the Seventh SED CC Plenum 
by the general secretary, provided a working basis for all 
senior cadres, each collective and each worker of the 
transportation system, too. 


According to the minister, the plan directs all sectors of 
the national economy to: 


—Make an increasing contribution to the national 
income; 


—Achieve the extensive intensification of the reproduc- 
tion process by outstanding achievements in science and 
technology and their even better economic utilization; 


—Accomplish the challenging tasks in the field of foreign 
trade: 


—Achieve a greater concentration of resources on the 
expansion and modernization of productive funds, in 
other words productive accumulation; 


—Guarantee the security and improvement of the peo- 
ple’s material and cultural standard of living on the 
basis of a challenging development of output, quality 
and efficiency. 


In the transportation system, too, the accomplishment of 
these tasks requires first of all improvements in the 
standard of comprehensive political leadership and state 
management. The political leadership of economic pro- 
cesses in preparation of the GDR’s 40th anniversary 
involves the best possible daily output for a steadily 
growing and distributable end product. The realistic plan 
is also a challenging plan. The GDR will expand on, not 
sacrifice, the benefits of socialist planning. Basic pro- 
cesses will continue to be held firmly by the socialist 
state and will be more and more effectively combined 
with the initiatives and the creativity of the working 
people in combines and enterprises. 


The Outlines of Transportation Policy and the 1989 
Plan 


The 1989 plan calls for the greatest possible labor 
productivity, efficiency and quality—accompanied by 
declining closts and contract appropriate output with 
respect to volume, range, quality, value and punctual 
delivery. The speaker continued (verbatim): 


“Ir 1989, too, we maintain the tried and tested principle 
of accomplishing the tasks arising for our national econ- 
omy from the further organization of the developed 
socialist society in the GDR, the related dynamic growth 
of the national economy [as published] and the planned 
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development of working and living conditions primarily 
by means of the intensive development and moderniza- 
tion of the united socialist transportation system.” 


In 1989, socialist rationalization in the most comprehen- 
sive meaning of the term is again in the foreground by 
five lines of transportation development: 


First: The transportation system must guarantee increas- 
ingly better to accomplish its sociopolitical duty of 
achieving better quality services in commuter, school 
and passenger traffic. 


Second: It is imperative in close collaboration with our 
cooperation partners in the national economy to lower 
the specific transport costs incurred in inland freight 
traffic by another 3 percent. The justified transportation 
services needed to supply the general public and the 
economy as well as accomplish foreign trade tasks must 
be provided punctually and in good quality. The addi- 
tional output obtained as a result of the obligations 
accepted by GDR working people in honor of our 
republic’s 40th anniversary must be fully matched by the 
transportation system. 


As regards foreign trade carriage, the availability and use 
of capacities must be so organized that a maximum of 
services is provided by our own vehicles in order to limit 
the use of foreign vehicle stock to the extent indispens- 
able in technological terms. 


Furthermore, in carrying out foreign trade freight car- 
riage, we need to take in account several recent changes 
in the situation. These are due in part to the fact that, in 
the USSR, the transfer of foreign trade rights to enter- 
prises, associations, production cooperatives and other 
organizations took effect on | April 1989 and must be 
considered in the coordination of foreign trade trans- 
ports, and so does the fact that we will in future have far 
more partners in our transportation transactions. In the 
GDR we will therefore require the even closer and more 
efficient collaboration between foreign trade and the 
transportation system so as to serve Our Ow. economic 
interests by the organization of commercial contracts, 
management approaches, terms of transportation, and so 
on. Similar situations already prevail in our foreign trade 
with the People’s Republic of Poiand and the Hungarian 
People’s Republic. 


Third: The transportation conception is aimed at 
improving most of all the capacity of the railroads, and 
this sets the priorities for the deployment of investments 
in 1989 and subsequent years. Consequently,this year 
half of all investment resources will go to the railraod. 
Relative to the total investment fund of the transporta- 
tion system, 89 percent will be used to strengthen the 
material-technical base of the sectors that decide perfor- 
mance, efficiency and quality. According to Minister 
Arndt, the aim is to decisively rationalize the crucial 
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transportation, construction and repair sectors while 
continuing the pursuit of the planned improvement of 
working and living conditions for the employees of the 
transportation system. 


Fourth: It is imperative, despite temporary limits on the 
throughput capacity of the railroad sections, to consis- 
tently pursue the energy and cost conserving division of 
labor in inland traffic and largely complete it by 1990. 


Fifth: This year as well as in subsequent years, the 
transportation system’s own contribution to the rein- 
forcement of its materiai-tecknical base must be raised 
by its greater industrial and construction output. A rise 
to 103.9 percent is targeted for industrial ouput. to 104.5 
percent for construction output. 


Main Tasks for Plan Fulfillment 


According to the speaker. attention must focus on the 
following tasks: 


1. To guarantee the availability, modernization and 
expansion of the railroad’s vehicle and container stock, 
the Raw’s [railroad repair yards] must, as per plan. 
construct 180 passenger cars, more than 1.000 freight 
cars. 6.200 large containers. 3.300 mobile small contain- 
ers and repair 1.869 traction vehicles. 4.475 passenger 
cars and 52.000 freight cars. 


2. To stabilize the rail network, 940 km of tracks will be 
remodeled. 680 km track beds cleaned, 3.200 km of 
tracks worked over as per plan and 47 bridges on the 
most important sections reconstructed. 


3. The output of rationalization aids will grow to a 
volume of 530 million marks. Emphasis will be on the 
sectors microelectronics, track construction and section 
electrification for the railroad, improvements in the 
output of car maintenane services to the general public 
and in the transshipment sector in the Mukron ferry 
complex. 


4. the various branches of the transportation system 
must materially support and steadily meet the state 
targets for the production and use of robot equipment. 


5. The unity of plan, balance and contract must be 
consistently maintained with respect to the complete 
material-technological assurance of production. 


6. The totality of materials management processes must 
be further improved in 1989; it is imperative to compre- 
hensively realize the targets set for the diminution of 
excess stocks. 


7. Scientific-technological efforts will concentrate on: 
—The widespread application of microelectronics, robot 


devices and CAD/CAM [computer-assisted design/ 
computer-assisted manufacture] equipment: 
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—The improvement of the track network's stability 
under load and the continuing pursuit of section 
electrification; 


—The reduction of transportation and production costs, 
the complex rationalization of freight carriage and the 
Organization of production-transportation chains: 


-—The purposeful improvement of the quality of com- 
muter, school and passenger traffic generally: 


—The noticeable improvement of materials and energy 
management; 


—The increase in the extent of rationalization for 
maintenance: 


—The more rational deployment of the social labor 
capacity and the further improvement of working and 
living conditions. 


The minister emphasized that science and technology. 
investment and fixed asset policy as well as the produc- 
tion of rationalization aids must be considered not from 
the aspect of the present but from that of the future of the 
transportation system, at least through 2000. 


8. Labor productivity must be raised by 2 percent in 
1989, mainly by scientific-technological achievements 
and socialist rationalization. The complete utilization of 
working hours represents a crucial element in the 
improvement of productivity. 


9. In view of the growth in capacity needed and in order 
to reduce overtime, the manpower growth balanced in 
the region must be employed in the key jobs. 


10. The productivity improvement envisioned must be 
backed by our continuing with the performance oriented 
wage policy. 


11. The growing volume of service must be realized with 
about the same energy use as in 1988. 


12. Prime costs must be reduced by 0.1 percent this year. 


Additional Rationalization Tasks in Honor of the 12th 
SED Party Congress 


Minister Arndt here emphasized that the principle of 
thrift is the fundamental principle of socialist manage- 
ment. Accordingly it is imperative to use cost norma- 
tives, limits and targets that deliberately encourage the 
economical use of equipment as well as the economical 
use of materials, energy. workingt hours and financial 
funds. The speaker drew attention to the connection 
between defects in the quality of work and the generally 
ensuing higher costs and material losses, sometimes even 
involving human suffering. He therefore called on the 
senior cadres to sternly deal with such defects. In his 
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opinion that applies equally to production preparation. 
the guarantee of the greatest possible work and produc- 
tion safety. technological discipline and order and safety 
in general. 


In conclusion, Minister Arndt requested every enterprise 
in preparation of the 12th SED Party Congress to realize 
a rationalization project within the framework of the 
tunds allocated with the plans. This target applied to 


every enterprise, however small. It will be the duty of 


senior managers to organize these projects together with 
the labor union and FDJ collectives and with the 
involvement of the enterprise organizations of the 
Chamber of Technology. A first interim assessment must 
be carried out on the occasion of the 40th anniversary. 


In this connection the minister indicated the mobilizing 
role of the socialist competition. In the transportation 
system also this 1s ruled by the 10 points of our economic 
strategy. For the management cadres this involves the 
duty to create the necessary prerequisites for the devel- 
opment of the creativity and initiative of the working 
people. The working people must be able to rely on the 
unity of political leadership, state management and the 
labor union representation of thei interests. In. this 
meaning it will also be necessary to further raise the 
authority and efficacy of enterprise collective contracts. 
The minister continued with these words: 


“We have taken the approach of increasingly making the 
enterprise collective contract a fundamental document 
for the practical implementation of the unity of eco- 
nomic and social policy. This approach has been proven 
effective and must be pursued in future also. 


This unity needs to be guaranteed. because only then will 
all che working people be oriented. motivated and mobi- 
lized to making the greatest possible contribution. thus 
ensuring that the transportation system of the GDR will 
always be a rehable partner for our citizens and the 
national economy.” [passage omitted] 


Robotron, Small Private Enterprises Respond to 
Market 

23000143 Zurich DIE WELIWOCHE in German 

Y Var SY P 5 


[Article by Christoph Neidhart, editor: “In the West 
They Would Be Millionaires] 


[Text] 


Steep Rise 


On a recent trip tarough the GDR. WELTWOCHE 
editor Christoph Neidhart did not only talk to ccono- 
mists or visited model state enterprises. He also went 
afier private enterprises. Their numbers have steeply 
risen in the last 3 years. specially in the services sector. 
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Dutch cherry cake. Russian plaits. Danish pastries—on 
the occasion of the European soccer championship 
games, young pastry chef Bernd Rost baked cakes from 
each country of the eight teams. “Also small rolls for the 
GDR. After all. we are only small fry in soccer.” 


The Olympic Games in Seoul were also echoed in the 
window of the bakery in Schuctzengasse. Olympic good- 
ies jostled the result tables. While ordinary GDR citizens 
slept through the events. the radio blared in the bakery. 
In the morning. Rost’s customers were informed of the 
latest GDR victories. That was good for business. 


The four lively ladies who invited me to dinner in the 
“Russian Court” were unanimous: The bakery in the 
Schuetzengasse is the best in all Weimar. 


In the West they would be millionaires. the small! family 
enterprises. private crafismen and restaurateurs—they 
work so hard. Even in the GDR they are among the 
wealthy. Encouraged by the government. in demand 
because they offer what customers of “state enterprises” 
cannot get. these small gold mines have long contributed 
a great deal to the GIDR’s supply situation—quite 
acceptable by comparison with other Eastern bloc coun- 
tries. “I have no competition.” says Roland Rost. 
Bernd’s father. 


Roland Rost returned from a prisoner-of-war camp (‘I 
was drafted at age 16°) in 1947. In 1949 he passed tie 
master baker cxam and took over the bakery from his 
mother. She had started in the business as a salesgirl in 
1919 and. in 1924, married the baker Rost. 


“Nowadays our daily bake amounts to 9.000 rolls. 400 
loaves of bread. 30 cakes as well as cookies. In winter we 
also bake 1.500 doughnuts daily. at Christmas spiced 
cakes and cookies. at Easter tortes. And so on. depending 
on the scason. We can bake whatever we want. every- 
thing is sold. And we respond faster than the industrial 
bakerics. where people have to place their orders 48 
hours in advance.” We. that means father. mother—*“no 
baker can manage without a wife. it simply will not do. 
she is the soul of the business "—and son as weil as 10 
“working people” (as they are called here). 


Not all 10 work full time. “that is why we only have 8.6 
VBE. full time employee units.” Part-time jobs exist only 
in the private sector, that is another of its special 
features. 


Unul the mid-1960°s a private enterprise was not 
allowed to employ more than three people plus an 
apprentice and his wife. “Since then the upper limit ts 
10. Roland Rost says. “More would already have to be 
a cooperative or a state enterprise.” Stull. some exemp- 
tions have lately been granted. 
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Rost does not think that he would like to expand at this 
time. First the shop facade will have to be renovated. 
Caution. stability. safeguarding carlher achievements— 
these are virtues in the other Germany. 


The model state enterprises also insist on minimizing 
risks Gust as does GDR cconomic policy as a whole). 
“We concentrate on existing markets that we are able to 
orgamzationally handle.” says Dieter Walter. deputy 
director general of Robotron in Dresden. That giant 
electronics firm employs 70.000 and has no competition 
in the GDR either. 


Walter. quite the Western top manager. continued: “On 
the world market we have to go by the industry leader.” 
His concerns are rising efficiency and getting foc olds 
in the markets. profiling decisions and mergers. 


The USSR ts the main customer of the combine which 
has emerged trom many enterprises in the mechanical 
engineering industry. typewriter manulacture and elec- 
tronics. The Soviet Union accounts tor two thirds of the 
firm's total exports. 


Walter confirms that competition has turned sharper on 
the Soviet market. Wesiern and Far Eastern (especially 
Japanese) corporations are competing with Robotron. 
Sull. some things have become casier. because adminis- 
trative bottlenecks have been abolished. 


“Moreover. the USSR ts a conservative customer and 
tends to stick with traditional suppliers. Certainly when 
itis a Matter of devices that have strategic significance.” 


Robotron supplies. for example. automatic drafting and 
design machines for Soviet space research. 


Furthermore. the COCOM [Coordinating Committee on 
Export Controls] list (Walter thinks it “entirely hilari- 
ous”) bans Western firms trom exporting the most 
advanced equipment to the Warsaw Pact countries. It 


thereby contributes to the (temporary) security of 


.obotron’s market status. “Especially because it steers 
us toward developments that we might not otherwise 
pursue.” After which he quotes Council of State Presi- 
dent Comrade Erich Honecker: “There ts nothing that 
we cannot make ourselves.” 


Accordingly any idea of entering into joint ventures with 
Western partners (and foreign capital) is (temporarily) 
out of the question for the official GDR. However. it ts 
no longer so for the economists at Humboldt University. 
The latter seem to be quite aware that the current closing 
off policy will not be tenable for much longer. 


Besides. in contrast to the USSR. in the GDR practice 1s 
running away from theory. Though their origin ts not 
evident. it is quite possible in the West to buy electronic 
typewriters made by Robotron. because a Western firm 
has put its label on it (in such cases. what do the words 
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“made in Germany” really mean?) At the same time. 
when they wish to launch themselves on the Russian 
market. Western corporation join up with the GDR 
giant. 


The Role of the Market 


And how can the GDR. a 2-currency country. keep at 
bay the capitalist specter of inflation. secing that the 
Deutsche mark, its second currency that makes life so 
much easier because cars paid in Deutsche mark are 
delivered in 10 days rather than 10 years, 1s subject to 
inflation? 


The rigid insistence on the 30-year-old price and subsidy 
structure is discussed at Humboldt University amidst 
much controversy. The GDR subsidizes essential com- 
meditics and housing at more than 50 billion mark per 
annum. While a worker in West Germany needs to spend 
about 25 percent of his income for his (family) home, 
housing in socialist Germany costs merely 3 percent of 
incorne, even if—as a top carner—the worker lives in a 
spacious old apartment. 


Idcologue Prof Otto Reinhold recently said on radio 
GDR II that he holds fast to these subsidies. because any 
change would be “socially and politically dangerous.” In 
his opinion. the neighboring countries’ attempted 
retorms are dead ends. In no socialist country. he insists, 
have they resulted in “increasing the wealth of all work- 
ing people.” 


In a recent interview with JUNGE WELT. the organ of the 
SED (Socialist Unity Party of Germany (GDR)] youth 
organization FDJ [Free German Youth]. Erich Honecker. 
for his part. described socialism as the “only alternative” 
to capitalism. “No way™ was Marxism-Leninism obsolete 
“despite various events in other socialist countries” (the 
official GDR code for perestroyka). 


At the same time, Prof Johannes Gurtz comments price 
and economic policy in general as follows: “We have 
been asked to creatively reflect on it.” specially with a 
view to the 1990 Party Congress. The SED may (indeed) 
have advanced its date in order to afier all initiate a 
policy change. 


(Counter) propaganda appears to prepare this bv 
embarking on tiny steps forward. Erich Honecker: “I 
cannot remember any period of time when the market 
did not play a role...We have always paid according to 
performance. | do not remember anything else. Perhaps 
it was not always precisely so, but we never questioned 
the theory.” 


Well. there you are. 
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Dieter Walter who so proudly exposes Robotron to the 
world market, totally rejects domestic competition, a 
working market. He explains that administrative mech- 
anisms simulate competition. And says he is convinced 
that such a simulation replaces the free play of market 
forces. 


Robotron must produce hard currency. Foreign 
exchange transactions (even in rubles for Sovict oil) have 
priority. The Dresden people do not like to admit this. 
Walter emphasizes that the 5-year plan is overfulfilled 
with respect to CAD/CAM [computer assisted design/ 
computer assisted manufacture] (the preferred catch- 
word of the 1986 SED Party Congress). 


“Every export order must be filled.” One Robotron 
custu mer, civil servant and party member, is sick of that 
slogan. “Just try and order a 16-byte computer from 
them. The buyer has no say at all, we are totally starved 
of EDP equipment.” At the same time only private 
individuals with rich relatives are able to import com- 
puters, or such people as the programmer in Leipzig who 
established a firm in the West to sell the software he had 
himself developed. 


“If it is no longer worth while here. if. after deducting 
wages and costs nothing is left over.” says Rost senior, “I 
might as well go and work for wages.” He does not even 
realize how much this sentence reveals of his view of 
Stale enterprises. 


We pretend to work, and the government pretends to pay 
us for it. This is the formula for the work ethic every- 
where in Eastern Europe. 


Least so. probably, in the GDR: It boasts the highest 
labor productivity among the socialist countries, not 
least thanks to the performance wage system mandatory 
on combines and private employers alike. As Walter 
says. “I do not pay anybody any money just for being 
there.” According to current GDR propaganda, the 
performance principle—dominant in “socialist ideology. 
represents the rule.” Or, to cite Dietmar Otto. press 
spokesman for Robotron: “It is the honey that counts, 
not the kilometers flown.” 


Walter admits that he cannot “fire a troublesome 
employee as easily as he could in the West.” Instead, he 
carefully explains, a job “more suitable to that employ- 
ec’s capacities” would be suggested. 


Sull. the GDR citizen really owes his job security more 
to the sheer lack of skilled workers than to the right to 
work guaranteed by socialism. In Saxony. Robotron. the 
chemical industry, the motor industry and the Carl Zeiss 
works poach employees from one another. According to 
Walter the annual labor turnover amounts to 3 percent. 


Nowadays some Robotron component suppliers are con- 
tract firms or private enterprises. In the Rochn district and 
the Upper Lausitz where, according to Walter. “people 
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prefer to stay close to home.” machinery is housed in 
sheds. There, Robotron gets its transformers wound and its 
screws turned. The manager can well imagine handing over 
even more such “leading processes.” “* 


He is not afraid of losing workers to the private sector. 
“Only a few leave for that, and most of them go to the 
service sector.” And if the service sector were to notice- 
ably improve. his people would be more satisfied and 
therefore willing to work harder. 


Hartmut Schwarz in Weimar is one such deserter. He 
was a motor mechanic in Brandenburg until he met the 
daughter of the owner of the “Waldschloesschen” restau- 
rant. After that he retrained as a cook. Now the couple 
manage the | 11-year-old restaurant that originally was a 
bar for coachmen and, until 1965, a beer bar. He told me 
that private enterprise had enjoyed state encouragement 
since 1974. In the past 3 years especially, the numbers of 
permits for private trade had shot up: Watchmakers, 
goldsmiths, tailors, cobblers. 


In recent years the restaurateur expanded in several 
stages: A small banqueting room was added first. then an 
ice cream parlor. The “hunter's room” is soon to be 
transformed into an “eating bar” complete with dance 
floor. “The city council backs us, because there will be 
one more place of entertainment.” 


Start-up and expansion plans of private entreprencurs 
are rewarded by extremely favorable loans—at 2 percent 
interest and with long terms—-so-called rationalilzation 
loans. 


Improvement by Way of Tips 


The Schwarz couple handle as much as possible them- 
selves. Even the cleaning. At the same time they buy as 
much as possible in state stores. Prices there are lower. 
But they do buy some 25 percent of their vegetables from 
small gardeners. Still, if one knows someone in the big 
market hall who calls from time to time. 


At noon, people stand in line before the middle class 
family restaurant. The lines did not grow shorter even 
when the “Waldschloesschen” banned smoking at lunch- 
time. On the contrary. 


Anyone giving a party in the Weimar area can order a 
complete “party catering service” from the Schwarz 
family. That came about when, some time ago. a steady 
customer asked for a cold buffet to be delivered to his 
home and. subsequently. a guest at that party came to 
them to ask for the same. Now the Schwarz couple cater 
cold and even hot outside meals, finishing the cooking in 
the customer’s home. They have six permanent cmploy- 
ees for that service and occasionally engage temporary 
staff. 
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The one topic the successful entrepreneur does not want 
to talk about is money, nor about the wages plus turn- 
over bonuses and tips he pays his employees. “They get 
more than enough.” 


The GDR economy in general suffers from a surfeit of 
money while good quality consumer goods are lacking. 
According to Erich Honecker, “money must have value, 
and people must be able to use it for buying 
something.”’... 


The encouragement of private trade helps to mop up 
some of this excess purchasing power. When their bellies 
are full, peopie tend to forget that they are still waiting 
for their car, that there are no VCR’s. 


In other words, when encouraging private trade—and 
especially restaurants—the SED leaders are aiming less 
at nurturing (economic) retorms than they are hoping for 
the soporific effect of consumption. 


Baker Rost also closely cooperatives with the authorities, 
in particular as the deputy senior master baker of Erfurt 
District. Some class feeling is evident when he talks 
about the bakers’ choir that merged with the butchers’ 
choir after the war and has now become the artisans’ 
choir. 


The state loaned him the money for his ovens, the latest 
one a Winkler license, built in Bautzen. However, in 
contrast to Hartmut Schwarz, he buys as much as possi- 
ble from private sources. The private miller from Den- 
stedt delivers personally and is more punctual, a miller 
from Heiligenstadt managed to persuade his customers 
to accept bulk flour deliveries. There is progress. Rost’s 
bakery boasts a machine, designed and built by a private 
mechanic. 


In his JUNGE WELT interview, Erich Honecker boasts 
about his generation’s having built up the GDR from 
ruins, against the wishes of the evil FRG. He seems 
entirely oblivious to the fact that young people do not 
care how that with which they have always been familiar 
actually came about. 


Young bellies will quickly get used to eating their fill at 
private restaurants. They will consider that the normal 
state of affairs. 


At that time new recipes will be needed, and a new 
generation of cooks. 


ROMANIA 


Urgent Need for Better Use of Land Seen 
27000042a Bucharest ROMANIA LIBERA in 
Romanian 7 Jan 89 p 4 


[Article by Engineer Th. Marcarov: “Rational Manage- 
ment of Land Resources, an Essential Objective for 
Progress in Agriculture”’] 


[Text] The fact that, on the average, there are about 0.43 
hectares of arable area, that is, 4,300 square meters, per 
capita in our country makes its necessary to take all 
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possible steps to obtain on the existing area a maximum 
of agricultural products for feeding the population and 
meeting other needs of the national economy, along with 
the effort to increase the arable area. At the Working 
Conference on Matters of Agriculture in September 
1988, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu asked that, this year. 
the arable area of 10,220,000 hectares be considered a 
minimum and that efforts be made by spring to do the 
stipulated work to increase it. At the Expanded Plenum 
of the National Council of Agriculture, the Food Indus- 
try, Silviculture, and Water Management, this problem. 
given its importance, was taken up at length. “I consider 
it necessary,” the party’s secretary general stressed, “to 
again draw attention to using land resources as sensibly 
as possible. Starting from the fact that the soil represents 
the property of the entire nation, we must do everything 
so that it may be worked and used well, to obtain as big 
harvests as possible. Let there be not | square meter of 
arable and agricultural area that goes unworked, that 
does not obtain high yields!” 


Last year, good results in increasing the arable area were 
obtained in a number of counties (Constanta, Cluj, Dolj, 
lasi, Bihor, Mehedinti, and others). However, since 
action also was not taken as directed in the counties of 
Tulcea, Timis, Arad, Caras-Severin, Maramures, Bis- 
trita-Nasaud, and Braila, the provisions in this regard 
were not completely fulfilled on the whole. As resulted 
from the discussions in the specialized section of the 
expanded plenum, this situation is due to the fact that 
not all county agricultural bodies saw that the enterprises 
for execution and operation of land-improvement facil- 
ities (IEELIF], the SMA [agricultural mechanization 
station], and the agricultural units did on schedule the 
work of preparing, transforming. and putting under 
cultivation the sources of nonagricultural land identi- 
fied. In addition, it was found that the removal of land 
needed for the placement of investment facilities from 
the agricultural production circuit is advised thought- 
lessly by the county agricultural directorates. 


As a result of the measures established by the Political 
Executive Committee of the RCP [Romanian Commu- 
nist Party] Central Committee in the session of 27 
November 1987, the violations of the legal provisions 
that lead to the removal of large agricultural and silvi- 
cultural areas from the production circuit and to the 
degradation of the soil have diminished somewhat, but 
they have not disappeared completely. We mention that 
a number of measures provided in the programs drawn 
up by the ministries and departments to remedy the 
deficiencies found are in the process of being applied. 


We begin with the Ministry of Petroleum, where, lateiy. 
one has found greater concern for preventing and elim- 
inating the causes that produce degradation of the land 
in the range of activity of the oilfields and for intensify- 
ing the work of preparing and transferring agricultural 
land to offset the areas received for temporary use or the 
polluted areas. From the explanations that were given io 
us at this ministry, we noted that, in their turn, all fields 
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and trusts have drawn up programs of actions in this 
regard, carrying out their point-by-point implementa- 
tion. We find that, in recent months, enclosure dikes 
have been made at over 60 percent of all the harmful 
wells and the existing installations, about 270 km of 
approaches have been built from prefabricated concrete 
slabs. over 250 km of pipeline for carrying fluids have 
been repaired and systematized, over 30 km of 
approaches to abandoned wells or facilities have been 
diverted to other purposes, especially at the Moreni, 
Poieni, Baicoi, and Braila fields, and extensive actions 
have been undertaken to gather materials and set up 
ramps in Videle, Liliesti, Braila, Stoina, and Oprisenesti. 


At the same time, one observes ait intensification of the 
activity of reconditioning the degraded soil, especially in 
the counties of Teleorman, Dolj, Dimbovita, and Olt, of 
limiting the traces of the wells and installations, and of 
fitting strictly within the approved areas—particularly in 
the countries of Dolj, Giurgiu, Bihor, and Teleorman, 
where there have been more frequent violations in this 
regard. At the same time, one finds an acceleration of the 
work of preparing and transferring agricultural land to 
offset the areas used for investment facilities by the 
Comanesti, Clejani, Ticleni, Baicoi, and Viforita petro- 
leum-producing fields. 


Although 624 hectares of agricultural land gotten for 
temporary use were transferred in 1988, this ministry still 
has a shortfall of 427 hectares, and in the anticipated 
reclamation of agricultural land the result was 224 hectares 
out of 402 hectares. This means that now, along with 
reaching, in accordance with the timetables, the target for 
1989, the Ministry of Petroleum has the possibility (and 
obligation) of quickly making up these shortfalls, which are 
still smaller than in previous years, shortfalls that are 
concentrated particularly in the range of the Craiova, 
Clejani, Boldesti, and Baicoi fields. It will be necessary to 
do more than has been done thus far to return polluted 
land to the production circuit, with the ministry’s shortfall 
in this regard coming to 1,627 hectares. 


It is true that in many cases the pipelines that carry the 
salt water needed in the technological process corrode 
quite rapidly, which also leads to degradation of the 
surrounding land. But there are also too many cases 
when this degradation is due to the performance of the 
activity of oil-industry workers in an improper manner. 
And now, at some fields, the degradation of the land 
along the roads continues and the drainage and irrigation 
canals are affected for long distances by the discharge of 
salt water and crude oil. Thus, along with stopping the 
soil-degradation process in every possible way, at the 
fields where there are shortfalls in returning such land to 
the production circuit action will be taken with all their 
might in these very days of winter. 


In the Ministry of Mines, too, the responsibility for 
accelerating the recovery of agricultural |: nd has been 
strengthened recently. We stress the fact that, thanks to 
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the Rovinari and Motru mining combines. a number of 
arrangements were made on the dirt heaps, which 
allowed land totalling 251 hectares to go into the pro- 
duction circuit, land that is farmed by the Farcasesti, 
Balteni, Urdari, Rovinari, Plostina, and Floresti agricul- 
tural cooperatives and other units in Gor) County. We 
note the fact that, beginning on | April 1988, two crews 
(supplied with equipment) that have the task of doing the 
work of reclaiming unproductive land to offset the areas 
occupied as a result of the placement of mining facilities 
were organized in the two combines. In addition, the 
crews have the task of doing the work of making use of 
the dirt heaps released from operational functions. 
Action is being taken in such as way as to attain the 
parameters imposed by the future agricultural purpose 
established in correlation with the existing layout of the 
heaps. 


Nevertheless, due to organizational deficiencies. the 
areas returned to the production circuit do not reach the 
level of the plan provisions, with the shortfalls at this 
ministry coming to 2,800 hectares for recoveries and 
1,735 hectares for restorations of polluted land. In order 
to quickly make up these shortfalls and reach the target 
for 1989 (3,000 hectares), the Ministry of Mines was 
recently helped by the specialized institutes and enter- 
prises of the Ministry of Agriculture to provide the 
technical and economic documentation. 


But there are still also other problems completely 
unsolved by the Ministry of Agriculture, problems that 
the Investment Directorate in the Ministry of Mines 
pointed out to us. Here is the story. While enough 
sources for offsetting the land for the placement of 
mining facilities in Gorj existed there until now, the 
mining enterprises in this part of the country have been 
obliged recently to transfer land in the counties of 
Vaslui, Arad, Neamt, Satu Mare, Suceava, Alba, and 
Maramures to offset that occupied by the operations in 
Gorj. In some of these counties there are mining units 
that have also assumed the task of recovering the stipu- 
lated area to offset that in Gorj. But many counties do 
not have such possibilities, and it would be normal for 
the IEELIF’s subordinate to the Ministry of agriculture 
to take over the execution of the work of recovering the 
agricultural land—of course, after the miners transfer the 
sums provided for these operations. 


But a problem also connected with the recovery of land 
has remained unsolved for severa! years in Gorj County. 
It is a question of 1,005 hectares that were reconditioned 
by means of the work done, but the Gor) County 
Agricultural Directorate refuses final acceptance on the 
pretext that, at the respective time, the representatives of 
the same directorate “were not oriented as they should 
have been in establishing the sources.”” Meanwhile, the 
mining combines have spent the allocated sums, have 
seen that the working plans were followed, and have 
concluded acceptance documents with the respective 
units. In vain, because the country agricultural director- 
ate refuses to take over the 1,005 hectares, although. 








JPRS-EER-89-048 
1 May 1989 


thanks to the Carbunesti IAS, the Turburea, Dragotesti, 
Lelesti, Balanesti, and Scoarta agricultural cooperatives 
and other agricultural units, the respective land is under 
cultivation. 


We agree that the Gor) County Agricultural Directorate 
should exhibit maximum strictness in its relations with 
the mining sector as regards the utilization of the allo- 
cated land. But we regard as excessive the requirement 
that, in returning the land to the production circuit, the 
mining sector be obliged to also solve the problems of 
shaping and fertilizing it and preparing it for irrigation 
and, in addition, to farm the respective land for 9 years 
with various crops that would give the soil maximum 
fertility. It would be normal, after the levelling is done by 
the mining se. ior, to transfer the portion of the sum set 
per prepared hectare to the specialized units in agricul- 
ture that will assume the obligation of doing all this work 
on which depends the obtaining of the maximum pro- 
duction potential of the land, prepared up to a point—as 
we stated—by the mining sector. 


Successful Use of Geothermal Energy Noted 
27000042h Bucharest ROMANIA LIBERA in 
Romanian 11 Jan 89 pp 1, 35 


[Article by I. Butnaru under the “RL [ROMANIA LIB- 
ERA] File: Unconventional Energies” rubric: “Geo- 
thermy—A New Outlook for Energy Autonomy”, first 
three paragraphs are ROMANIA LIBERA introduction] 


[Text] The current stage of the dynamic, harmonious, 
and multilateral development of the country is also 
characterized by the more and more striking combina- 
tion of two essential strategic choices: a) the all-around 
organization and modernization of the localities; and b) 
the better utilization of all local resources, particularly 
energy resources, aiming at the achievement of local 
energy autonomy. The new quality of the people’s life 
and the higher degree of comfort and civilization thus 
arise at the intersection of the concerns and accomplish- 
ments in the sphere of construction, of the attainment of 
a habitat corresponding to the natural aspirations and 
requirements of the citizens, with the concerns and 
accomplishments for the wider and wider utilization of 
unconventional energy rescurces, on the point of com- 
pletely leaving the chrysalis of pioneering and perma- 
nently and effectively entering the reality of our daily 
existence. 


Of these complementary energy resources, geothermal 
water proves to be extremely promising, it being known 
that perimeters that contain an immense amount of 
geothermal energy exist on Our country’s territory, espe- 
cially on the Western Plain, along the Satu Mare-Oradea- 
Tomnatec-Lovrin-Jimbolia line. 


Consequently, in this “RL File,” the article “Geo- 
thermy—A New Outlook for Energy Autonomy,” in the 
complex strategy for developing and modernizing the 
localities. 
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Otopeni—The Name of the Beginning 


The first Romanian locality that those coming through 
the airport gate of the Bucharest International Airport 
encounter and the last in the path of those who approach 
the capital on the highway that connects it with the 
northern part of the country is the commune of Otopen. 
Despite its location “in the shadow” of the metropolis, it 
has been granted a glorious destiny, which took shape on 
the drawing boards of the architects and builders back at 
the start of this decade. 


“From the first steps toward its new material condition, 
toward its renovated existence,” states loana Voicu, 
mayor of the commune, “our locality has benefited— 
like, in fact, practically all ihe localities in the countrv— 
from the constant attention, the constant concern of the 
party’s secretary general, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, 
who visited us—the last time on | July of last year—and 
oriented the entire process of organizing and moderniz- 
ing the commune. Asserting itself in recent decades as a 
strong agroindustrial center, Our commune offers a 
revealing example of a scientific, responsible, and mul- 
tilateral approach to the complex problems that such a 
process entails. Because not only was Otopeni meant to 
be the first all geothermally heated locality in the coun- 
try, but also, from the very outset, this was an integral 
aspect of the modernization plan,;which also represents 
an innovation on a national level. But why exactly 
Otopeni you will perhaps ask. Here is the explanation: Its 
dynamic economic evolution, causing the presence of 
many specialists—technical, health, educational, and 
other personnel—in the commune, on the one hand, and 
the demographic growth of the native population and, at 
the same time, of its standard of living and its natural 
needs and requirements, on the other hand, made it 
necessary to seek and find new solutions for organizing 
better and modernizing the locality both from the view- 
point of the housing supply and from that of the civic 
facilities. Consequently, starting from thorough knowl- 
edge of the realities, of the conditions of the place, and 
from the careful analysis of them and the adoption of the 
measures together with ihe inhabitants of the commune, 
the implementation of the decisions was undertaken. 
Leaving the modest little framehouses that looked with 
perturbation through the little windows and from under 
the eaves sort of “drawn by eye’ toward the bustle of the 
dynamic life around them, the people of the commune 
moved—continue to move, the process following a nat- 
ural progression in time—into the new dwellings, built 
from durable materials and in an architecture that har- 
moniously combines the modern line with the Romanian 
ornamental tradition, beauty with functionality and 
greater comfort, provided by the nearly 750 apartments 
put in use and as many again ready to be occupied by the 
new tenants, 2-storey houses as well as two 4-storey 
buildings with stores on the ground floor, by a new 
administrative headquarters, by the ‘Cintarea Romaniei’ 
{Song of Romania] center for creation and culture, by 
schools and kindergartens, and by a nursing home, 
centered on balneotherapy, also adding this new feature 

















JPRS-EER-89-048 
1 May 1989 


to the commune. A commune center corresponding to 
the role and place that Otopeni now occupies in the new 
geography of the homeland is thus taking shape to a 
greater and greater degree and more and more clearly.” 


Consequently, opting decisively for the new, for modern- 
izatiion—for the reasons stated synthetically by the 
mayor of the commune—and firmly committing itself to 
this path, the commune at the gates of Bucharest is also 
experiencing, as we will see, the positive effects of other 
pioneering—geothermal heating. 


At the Meeting With the ‘Sun’ From the Depths 


Eng Dumitru Panu, the geologist director of the Enter- 
prise for Drilling and Special Geologic Work, an enter- 
prise to which we owe much in the field of the utilization 
of underground natural resources, will lead us to this 
place and time in Otopeni’s new existence, in its course 
to energy autonomy. But let us see where and how this 
enterprise (about which we will also speak, certainly, in 
the later chapters of our file) meets the new destiny of 
Otopeni. 


The decision adopted by 12th Party Congress with 
regard to securing the country’s energy independence 
and the higher leadership’s constant concern in this 
regard have led to the preparation and application of 
broad and complex priority programs, a wide range of 
actions for research on and utilization of new sources of 
“classic” energy—crude oil, gas, coal—and unconven- 
tional energy—the speaker declares to us. Special atten- 
tion has been devoted, in this context, to geothermal 
energy. The demarcation of the main geothermal anom- 
alies in Our country was done on the initiative of the 
Central Department of Geology, which has drawn up a 
broad research program, currently coordinated by the 
National Council for Science and Technology. The stud- 
ies indicated the existence of several areas with geother- 
mal potential in the western part of the country (the 
counties of Satu mare, Bihor, Arad. and Timis), in the 
sub-Carpathian zone of Oltenia (Cozia- 
Caciulata-Olanesti, Vilcea County), and on the Roma- 
nian Plain, including in the zone north of the municipal- 
ity of Bucharest. The study’s premises were confirmed to 
the full by the nearly 50 wells dug in the first stage and 
put into production in the perimeters of Bors, Oradea, 
Curtici-Macea-Dorobanti, Sinnicolaul Mare, Tomnatic, 
Lovrin, Jimbolia, and other localities on the Western 
Plain, which contribute to the heating of dwellings. 
hothouses, and grain dryers by a geothermal agent and to 
the preparation of hot water for sanitary and technolog- 
ical consumption. From the start of production to the 
present the wells have produced about 500.000 tons of 
conventional fuel or, in other words, have permitted the 
saving of about 350,000 tons of petroleum. Starting from 
these positive results, the Central Department of Geol- 
ogy catended its concerns for distinguishing new geo- 
thermal zones. The expansion of the research to the 
southern part of the country constituted the next step. 
For the northern area of the municipality of Bucharest, 
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the first two tests wells dug at Casa Scinteii and at the 
Otopeni Airport led to the identification of a big gco- 
thermal aquifer located at depths of 2,200-2,800 meters. 
whose temperature rises progressively to the north. from 
43° C. at Casa Scinteii to 66-68° C. at the Otopeni 
Airport. The flows per well lie between 22-30 liters per 
second. When the systematization of the locality of 
Otopeni was undertaken, the Central Department of 
Geology [CDG] proposed that the supplying of thermal 
energy for the entire modernized locality be done on the 
be<is of the geothermal energy in the deposit found. 


[ROMANIA LIBERIA] Therefore, here. in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of the capital, there exists in the depths a true 
natural thermopower station? 


[Panu] It is now an absolute fact—it exists! Without 
going into specialized details, in order to understand 
things we must still point out that these geologic forma- 
tions heated in accordance with the geothermal level of 
the earth (the underground temperature rises by 3 
degrees or the average for each 100 meters lower in 
depth) transmit the heat to the water in fractures and 
pores, which, on the Romanian Plain, has a direction of 
flow from the southwest to the northeast—that 1s. f-om 
Giurgiu to Galati. 


The results of the research, also confirmed by the well 
dug in the Otopeni Airport, have led to the initiation of 
a program coordinated by the National Committee for 
Science and Technology, in the application of which a 
number of economic ministries, which must provide 
means and equipment for the efficient utilization of this 
source of energy, have also been asked to participate. 


[ROMANIA LIBERIA] And so, here we are. at Otopent. 
at the meeting with the “sun” from the depths. 


[Panu] Where two extraction wells were dub and put into 
operation, each of which provides a constant flow of 
geothermal water conditioned by 30-liter-per-second 
pumps at the temperature of 60° C.. that is. fully utiliz- 
able and utilized as such to heat the 750 apartments and 
the other civic structures—schools, stores. institutions. 
etc. A third well. executed in an original solution devised 
by the specialists in our enterprise, will provide a four- 
fold higher flow and will meet the needs of the other 
consumers, that is, of about another 750 apartments and 
the public buildings under construction here. As early as 
in the Ist year of operation, the adoption of geothermy in 
Otopeni will lead to savings of 2,500 tons equivalent of 
petroleum, and it will eventually save about 5.000 tons 
equivalent of petroleum per year. 


The CDG’s research program does not stop there but 
continues with the investigation of areas. north of 
Otopeni, where favorable geologic conditions exist for 
obtaining water at temperatures of 80-100° C. (Saftica. 
Balotesti, Caciulati, and Moara Vlasie1). 
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[ROMANIA LIBERIA] Why did you specify that they 
are “extraction wells’’? 


[Panu] Because an injection well as also dug here, by 
means of which the water is returned to the stratum, this 
providing practically a closed circuit, which avoids pol- 
lution and does not upset the underground natural 
balance. 


{ROMANIA LIBERIA] Something much like the cir- 
cuits in the regular thermopower stations on the surface? 


[Panu] Exactly. Geothermal water is the primary heat- 
carrying agent, which is pumped from the depths at 620 
and, after surrendering part of this temperature in the 
ordinary, “contact” heat exchangers, is repumped into 
the stratum. 


[ROMANIA LIBERIA] It is pumped—it is repumped. 
The water does not come to the surface on its own? 


[Panu] No. In the Otopeni zone it rises “under its own 
power” just to about 80 meters of the surface. The rest is 
done by pumping, as well as the transportation of water 
through the head-exchange points and to the consumers. 


[ROMANIA LIBERIA] The achievement of the six 
heat-exchange points in which the geothermal water 
“surrenders” the heat to ordinary water, and this to the 
people, was entrusted to specialists within the capital’s 
Industrial Group for Communal Administration, and 
Eng Valeriu Cornila achieved this premiere. Today he 
recalls with emotion how foreman Eugen Tila’s people 
installed in Otopeni the last ventilation in the installa- 
tions and the moment when they decided to try to use the 
regular heat exchangers. 


This is thus the “secret” of Otopeni, the first all geother- 
mally heated commune, in its modernized structure! In 
addition, the locality of Otopeni can become a future 
spa, since the chemical and pharmacodynamic analyses 
of the geothermal water have shown that we are in the 
presence of thermomineral waters of the type in Manga- 
lia, Venus, Pucioasa, Herculane, Caciulata, and Olanesti. 


A constant, cheap, nonpoliuting, and versatile energy 
source, found right at our fect! And the geologists assure 
us of its existence in other zones too, awaiting only our 
initiative to respond “present” at the meeting with the 
people. 


But about these “riches” in the depths and the prospects 
of obtaining them—in the later chapiers of our file. 
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Modernization of Production Forces Urged 
27000042c Bucharest SCINTEIA in Romanian 
18 Jan 89 pp 1, 5 


[Article by Cristian Antonescu: “The Modernization of 
Production—A Constant Necessity and Choice” 


[Text] In the speech given by Comrade Nicolae Ceaus- 
escu at the joint proceedings of the Plenum of the RCP 
[Romanian Communist Party] Central Committee and 
the bodies for revolutionary working-class democracy a 
strong accent is put on the necessity of consistently 
implementing the programs for improvement in organi- 
zation and for modernization of production, a natural 
accent, springing from the decisive influence that these 
programs have on the attainment of the objectives for 
economic growth of the country. Conceived as a complex 
action, involving all aspects of production activity on a 
macroeconomic and microeconomic level, the modern- 
ization process reflects the degree of maturation of 
Romanian industry, at a stage in which the quantitative 
accumulations can and must be materialized in essential 
qualitative changes, a perspective from which modern- 
ization more and more markedly acquires propulsive 
aspects along higher, intensive and qualitative coordi- 
nates for the entire process of cconomic and social 
development of the country, becoming the chief factor 
for the rigorous attainment of the strategic objectives of 
this 5-year period. 


The action of modernization was begun more than 3 
years ago—enough time for making out several of its 
characteristic aspects as well as a number of difficulties 
encountered in its evolution and, in particular, the 
requirements placed before the specialists, the manage- 
ment personnel, the collective leadership bodies, and all 
working people in the country. 


Unquestionably, in the 3 years, modernization has dem- 
onstrated its necessary character, confirming at the same 
time the correctness of the principled choices and orien- 
tations established by the party leadership. by Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu. It has included, without exception, 
the entire national economy, both the production units 
in industry and those in the other branches and sectors of 
activity. It has launched a wide mobilization of the 
existing reserves and has put scientific and technical 
progress in a new light, it being materialized in a large 
number of modern technologies and of pieces of equip- 
ment and tools with high performances, in numerous 
products or materials with better characteristics, and in 
forms and methods of organizing production as effi- 
ciently as possible. As a result, through a reduction in the 
consumption of raw materials, energy, and fuel and 
through a rise in the technical and qualitative level of 
production, the course toward growth in economic effi- 
ciency and in profitability in the activity of the produc- 
tion units has become more and more evident. 
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At the same time, practice has conferred on the modern- 
ization [process] in each enterprise the attributes of a 
true process of investigation and knowledge, of under- 
standing and substantiation of its own production needs 
and goals, constantly confronted with reality. By its 
staged nature itself, modernization is the result of a 
planning activity—however, plans and programs that, as 
the party’s secretary general, Comrade Nicolae Ceaus- 
escu, stressed, must constantly be analyzed and updated. 
The economic environment is changing continually and 
is influenced by events that could not have been fore- 
seen, some completely, others at all, when these pro- 
grams were drawn up—a truth supported by the inex- 
haustible “torrent” of scientific information, by the 
explosive rate of technological and organizational inno- 
vation, by the rapid toughening of competition on an 
international level. 


It thus goes without saying that flexibility, versatility, 
and the ability to adapt become basic, sine qua non 
conditions in modern planning and organization, pre- 
cisely in order to avoid possible anomalies and dysfunc- 
tionalities and unsuitable economic and _ financial 
results, in flagrant contradiction with the cojective and 
purpose of modernization. This is the season for the 
requirement, constantly stated by the leadership of the 
party and by its secretary general, of systematically 
reviewing modernization programs, in order for them to 
be put in agreement with a changeable, highly dynamic 
reality. Moreover, in many enterprises the reexamina- 
tion of their own modernization programs has also been 
undertaken, with the attention being concentrated on 
new aspects of the production process, because, analyz- 
ing the programs under discussion, it can often be 
observed that they include some measures without tech- 
nical and economic importance and others whose advis- 
ability is seriously open to question or for which, for 
various reasons, the material conditions required for 
applying them do not exist. 


In the course of modernization, different views have 
been stated frequently and different methods of planning 
and carrying out this action are used, and even some not 
at all negligible confusion was manifested in approach- 
ing one problem or another. A few matters must be 
explained right from the start. By its very nature, mod- 
ernization has a unitary character over the whole of the 
national economy, a character represented particularly 
by its common objectives. But at the level of branches, 
subbranches, centrals, and enterprises, there were no 
standard recipes formed into bodies of solutions. The 
level of technical equipping, the character and features of 
production, the evolution of the demand, the degree of 
openness to the domestic and foreign markets, and the 
enterprise’s place in the industrial structure complete the 
dimensions of a really highly complex picture. While the 
approach to a unique recipe is impossible, it cannot be at 
all a question of accepting instead the manifestations of 
subjectivity or chance. Such undesirable situations exist, 
unfortunately, and they are by no means exceptions to 
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the rule. It is possible to encounter measures that pro- 
vide for the implementation of new technologies but not 
for the so necessary prior training. It is also still possible 
to encounter, for instance, the practice of reporting the 
attainment of new and, in particular, modernized prod- 
ucts, although they do not have these characteristics. 
Precisely the correct evaluation of the degree of technical 
innovation and the rigorous determination of the level of 
performence for which the attribute “new and modern- 
ized” is indeed justified are excluded from the criteria 
taken into account by the producers. So it is that too 
many modernized products are nothing but trivial adap- 
tations or simple modifications in construction of exist- 
ing products, without any improvement having been 
made in their operating principle or other essential 
parameters. In short, we are dealing with a variety of 
hybrid products, with minor modifications, suspect both 
from the viewpoint of economic efficiency and from that 
of utility. 


Such practices have nothing in common with the nature. 
the essence of modernization. They are the “prisoners” 
of a narrow and superficial view of the production 
process, in the first place, and of formalism, in the 
second place. 


The quality of modernization. the ability to organize and 
conduct this dynamic process at a higher level of effi- 
ciency, because this process is what it is all about. 
operates on other principles, is based on quite different 
directions of action. It is a question of concern for the 
continual growth of the technical and qualitative level of 
production, the growth of labor productivity, the utili- 
zation of the production capacities with maximum effi- 
ciency, the strict saving and better utilization of raw 
materials, fuel, and energy, the wide-scale recovery and 
reuse of recyclable materials. the reduction of produc- 
tion costs and, in particular, material expenditures. and 
the progressive and substantial growth of economic 
efficiency. Only the measures that are aligned with and 
respond to these major commandments can take part in 
the modernization action. 


Consequently, here is the basic requirement, the key- 
stone for success in the modernization efforts: the affir- 
mation of a new line of thought and action, gradually but 
permanently freed of the modes of thought and action 
specific to development of an extensive type. A new, 
better way of managing material. energy, labor. and time 
resources is authoritatively claiming its supremacy. It 1s 
not enough for us to admit that innovations that are 
revolutionizing production activity and even society 
have appeared and are appearing in engineering and 
technology. Things must be understood better and 
expressed more clearly: The finding that scientific and 
technical progress is occurring at a rapid rate would 
remain just in the stage of a banal observation if it 1s not 
approached with responsibility, with full knowledge of 
the facts. The problem is thus posed incisively: How 
must action be taken to raise the qualitative level of 
modernization? 
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Here is a prime aspect of this complex problem. Mod- 
ernization constantly defining not only its complexity 
but also its comprehensive character. Its multilateral 
nature is incontestable. Modernization cannot be con- 
ceived, for instance, only as a simple reinvigoration of 
the production apparatus in one unit or another by 
replacing equipment and improving technological flows, 
kept, however, in the “straitjacket” of rigid organiza- 
tional formulas, outdistanced not just by the spectacular 
development of economic phenomena but even by the 
very requirements imposed by the new technologies and 
equipment that were promoted. Oriented, as is natural, 
toward the production process, modernization does not 
limit its horizon to that sphere if it does not want to stunt 
its innovative capacity and operational power. It presup- 
poses a profound qualitative change in all functions and 
areas of activity of an enterprise: planning and organi- 
zation, management and decisionmaking, information 
flow, vocational training, and supply and sales. The need 
to adapt to the state of continual change that character- 
izes the national economy turns the enterprise into a 
“living Organism,” and any change in its “body” neces- 
sarily entails changes in the other functions. They do not 
occur on their own. They must be anticipated. unraveled 
carefully. and made rapidly. so that the enterprise may 
keep constant its trait of acting as an efficient and 
harmoniously correlated whole. 


Consequently. the quality of modernization arises 
through the continual effort at the systemic, integrative 
approach to the enterprise’s activity. Ideas more vague 
until now, such as a portfolio of new solutions, technical 
and commercial forecasts, marketing studies, and even 
“scenarios” regarding the foreseeable changes in the 
level of all functions of the enterprise are demanding 
their “right” to participate in the process of substantiat- 
ing the choices connected with modernization. They are 
devices of a strategic type that presuppose an extensive 
concentration of the efforts, beginning with the activities 
of conception and ending with those of following the new 
products or technologies in operation. The moderniza- 
tion commissions are the ones to which goes the role of 
working out this broad strategy, substantiating, in the 
broadest sense of the word, the enterprise’s policy on 





ECONOMIC 


quality. These staffs should not be without economists 
and production engineers, highly skilled workers, as well 
as researchers and designers from the specialized insti- 
tutions, and specialists from centrals and ministries, 
including the foreign trade enterprises, in a constant 
dialogue, in a continual confrontation of ideas. We make 
this specification because it is noted more and more 
frequently that modernization has been left more to the 
enterprises, there being neglected the necessity of higher 
coordination on a branch and interbranch level. Of 
course, we do not minimize for a moment the require- 
ment and necessity of attracting on a wide scale the 
worker personnel in each production unit to the prepa- 
ration and implementation of the modernization mea- 
sures—precisely because the growth of the work of 
conception among the other activities makes it necessary 
for a larger and larger number of working people to 
participate directly in the management process, in the 
rigorous substantiation and implementation of the deci- 
sions made. 


Obviously, the attainment of products, technologies, or 
services under conditions of growing profitability cannot 
be placed outside constant efforts to update technical 
and economic knowledge, outside systematic and com- 
petent actions of retraining, of improvement in the 
vocational training of the personnel. The formalism with 
which this aspect vital to the efficient functioning of the 
production mechanism is treated here and there is 
incompatible with the requirement of high and evolving 
skill, which accentuates the process of interconnection 
among professions. 


Initiated under the objective necessity of expanding the 
intensive aspects of our economic development, mod- 
ernization is continually confronted with the express 
requirement of raising its own qualitative level, of con- 
tinually improving its performances. It is not a question 
of a “fad,” of a situational orientation, but of an imper- 
ative that springs from the rapid evoiution of the param- 
eters of economic life as well as from the need to utilize 
the immense “capital” of experience accumulated thus 
far in this field. Newcomers cannot enter the world of 
competitiveness except in a continual and close connec- 
tion with this huge but beneficial effort. 
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